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I.—Fonrxren Poxrrics. 


Tus Pratikar, of the 5th November, says that the Burmese war 


broke out in a very inauspicious hour. There 
yareaes is no knowing when it will come to an end. So 
far as the writer understands, the war with Burmah is not a very easy thing, 


and the English will find it difficuls to maintain their prestige in this war. 
The English entered the country in a vaunting’ spirit, and hoped to conquer 
it without a blow, but they have been entirely disappointed. They thought 
Burmah to be an easy prey; but now they have found out their mistake by 
bitter experience. Lord Dufferin is reputed to be a great politician and an 
astute person. He is also a lucky person, otherwise he would not have 
obtained the highest post in India. But he has lost his moral strength 
by his elevation to this height, and has become aslave of pride and of 
passion for power. Without due consideration he ordered that Theebaw 
should be made a prisoner and that Burmah should be occupied. Every 
one has now understood what difficulties have been created by him, by 
his orders for the annexation of the country. The English have got 
unlimited power, but they bave been becoming internally weaker and 
weaker by its abuse. They can make a display of their power only before 
the meek Indians; but by all other races they are derided and mocked at. 
They are ashamed to show their faces after the insults they have received at 
the hands of the wild Negroes of Africa. The insults received by them 
at the hands of the Russians are still more mortifying. Forced to give up 
their proposal to send a mission to Thibet, they tried to save their honor 
by giving a false version of that affair to the public. The English are 
suffering so much only through their imprudence. Sir Frederick Roberts, 
the Commander-in-Chief of the Indian forces, has proceeded to Burmah 
to put down the dacoits. Burmah is a small country, and Theebaw was a 
petty king, but why are the English experiencing so much difficulty in sub- 


jugating the country ? Government should have considered well before 


entering upon a quarrel to put an end to which it has become necessary 
to send the Commander-in-Chief in person. 


9. The Sahachar, of ” 10th ew says ~~ Lord Dufferin, 
who gave hopes of a speedy subjugation of 

samen. Burmah, has ‘himself Rs st pee at the 
disturbances in that country. He has said that “I have no doubt that 
within @ reasonable time tranquillity will be restored in Burmah.” So 
there is no talk now of a speedy subjugation of Burmah but of subjugation 
of it “ within a reasonable time.” It is sure that Burmah will be ultimately 
subjugated; but England will have to suffer much in subjugating it. 
England could have attained her ends if she had set up a Burmese prince 
on the throne of Burmah. Burmah would have remained obedient to 
England even if it had not been annexed. Everyone admits that the condition 
of Oudh has improved since its annexation. But would not its condition 
have improved also if a competent native prince had been made its ruler ? 
Is there want of peace and prosperity in the States of the Nizam, Holkar and 
Sindhia, and in other native states? If a Burmese prince had been set up on 
the throne of Burmah, the Burmese people would have been satisfied, 
because their independence would have been maintained. The Burmese 
have. become desperate because they have lost their independence. People 
will never believe that the Burmese are dacoite. People will always say 
that the Burmese are neither dacoits nor rebels | but patriots, fighting for 
the independence of their country. The writer is sorry that Lord Dafferin’s 
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reputation for statesmanship has diminished on account of the difficulty in 
Burmah. The writer is alarmed when he thinks how much more India 
will have to suffer on account of that difficulty. 


8 he Surabht and Patakd, of the Llth November, says that the 


| Burmese dacoits are committi 
mre u ing disturbances 


even in places formerly occupied by the 
English. Though Lord Dufferin has said that no one need be anxious on 


account of the dacoities, the writer doubts whether His Excellency sleeps well 
at night. Because the dacoits need not be feared, the Commander-in-Chief 
of India has been sent to put them down. It is disgraceful for the English 
Government to make such arrangements for putting down dacoits. Itis now 
well known that those who are committing disturbances in Burmah are not 
dacoits but patriots ready to sacrifice their lives for their country’s 
independence. The writer cannot understand how Theebaw was brought 


as a captive so easily from among his heroic subjects. The mystery will be 
cleared in future. 


' 4. The Bangabdst, of the 18th November, says that neither the Vice- 


iil roy nor the Commander-in-Chief have ventured 


to put upin the palace at Mandalay, though 
it is ten months since the British flag was planted in Burmah. The Con- 


mander-in-Chief himself has gone to put down the dacoities, and has thereby 
tarnished the glory of England. But the war has not yet come to an end, — 
The Burmese are fighting with their accustomed vigour and zeal. News 
of disturbances is coming from different quarters. People are forming 
various conjectures as to the reasons of the Commander-in-Chief’s visit to 
Burmah. Some say that no reliable news has yet been received as to the 
cause of General Macpherson’s death, and that the Commander-in-Chief has 
himself proceeded to Burmah because there is no other General to command 
the British forces there. Others say that Sir Frederick Roberts has been 
sent to Burmah because indiscriminate massacre has become necessary in 
that country. Sir Frederick is very cruel. Though his cruel deeds during 
the late Kabul war has not been recorded in history, they will be for- 
ever remembered. The English Government has for this reason sent 
Sir Frederick, whose glorious deeds are numerous, to Burmah. God knows 


the true state of .affairs in that country. ‘Will there be no end to these 
troubles ? 


5. The Som Prakash, of the 15th November, says that a civilized 


wii nation is not capable of doing such injustice 
— as the English have done to Burmah. The 
English had no right to interfere in Burmese affairs. They. can rather 


interfere in the affairs of Afghanistan, if the Amir seeks the protection 
of any other power, inasmuch as the relation of the Amir to the English 
Government is different from the relation of Burmah to it. By the 
treaty which Burmah concluded with the English Government she was not 
bound to desist from entering into an alliance with other powers, Is 
it probable that among the 70 or 80 Burmese princes there is not one 
competent man? The writer is astonished at the conduct of the English 
Government towards Burmah. Whatever Lord Dufferin may say, there 
can-be no doubt that the greed of territory is the cause of the annexation 


of Burmah. It ison account of this greed that the English are suffering 
so much in Burmah. Wickedness is thus alwa 


: ys punished. Let the 
English yet save themselves by acting righteously. 
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Il.—Homz Apmrnistration. 
(a)— Police. 


6. A correspondent of the Sanjivant, of the 13th November, 
writes from Sharinya station, Nakashipara, 
in the district of Nuddea, that during his 
absence Of 11 days from home some articles were stolen from his 
house. When the fact of the. theft became known to him, he thought 
it necessary to give information to the police. At 9 o'clock in the 
morning of the 10th Kartik last, he went to the Nakashipara police-station 
and related to the Sub-Inspector the circumstances attending the theft. 
Padma Banik, who is the Sub-Inspector of the place, was then sitting on 
a chair and chewing betel. He did not write down what was related to him, 
but bade the correspondent sit down. After an hour he again requested the 
Sub-Inspector to take down his deposition ; but he again bade him sit down. 
After 12 o'clock the writer became thirsty and told the Sub-Inspector 
that as he was thirsty and hungry he could not remain there.any longer, 
and requested him again to take down his deposition. On this the Sub- 
Inspector became highly enraged, and after using abusive language 
towards the writer, ordered the constables to pull his ears. Alarmed at 
this, the writer humbly prayed for pity which was granted. 


7. The Dacca —s of ef et November, hears that the 
é : nspector-General of Police has asked for an 

re ee uhinatien from the Police Superintendent of 
Dacca respecting the oppressions practised by him at the time of the 
Dashahara and Mohurum festivals, and that the Police Superintendent has 
not been able to give a satisfactory explanation. The writer does not know 
whether the Inspector-General of Police has been satisfied with the explana- 
tion. The explenation cannot, however, remove the reproach which is being 
cast on the name of the English nation by his oppressive conduct. — 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 
8. The Bhdratbdsi, of the 13th November, thinks that an able 


Police oppression. 


Appointment of a native to officiate 


ise Fae, Bae officiate for Mr. Justice Norris who gets an 


extension of his leave. 


9. The Sanjtvani, of the 13th November, says that some native 
tattials were sentenced by the Sessions Court 
to two years’ imprisonment for having caused 
| hurt to an indigo-planter, but that on appeal 
to the High Court the sentence has been reduced to two months. This 
has caused great discontent among the Anglo-Indian editors. They are 
giving a very different version of the case, and are ttying to excite the 
Anglo-Indian community alleging that there bas been failure of justice. 
His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor does not find fault with the 
Anglo-Indian editors though they often try to excite race-feeling by their 


-Anglo-Indian editors in connec. 


pon with a recent Indigo-planter’s 
e, : 


publicity to the evil deeds of officials like Mr. Newbery. 


10. The same paper has received information about another deer case at 
Jalpaiguri. The writer does not know whether 
or not what he has heard regarding the 
conduct of the Deputy Magistrate is to be believed. Was the native 


Another deer case at Jalpaiguri. 


accused ? If the statement of the correspondent be true, the Deputy 


native Barrister should be appointed to 


editorials ; but he becomes greatly enraged if the native newspapers give 


eputy Magistrate frightened out of his wits at the sight of a European 
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Magistrate, who has failed to do justice, is greatly to blame, The 
writer requests His Honor to ask for an explanation from the Deput 
Magistrate, and make arrangements for teaching him a good ton 
The facts of the case ate these : —Baboo Mohesh Chandra Chackravarti, a dis. 
tinguished pleader of the Judge’s Court, Jalpaiguri, had a pet deer. When he 
went home during the last Puja holidays, he left the deer under the care | 
of Tarakanta Baboo, a medical practitioner of the place. One day the 
deer was missing, and on enquiry it was found that it was in the bungalow of 
Mr. Ashe, the Civil Surgeon of the place. Tarakanta Baboo wrote to the 
Civil Surgeon for the deer, but got no reply. On his arrival Mohesh | 
Baboo sent his cook Ramiat Panday with a letter to Mr. Ashe asking for 
the deer. When the poor cook pointed out the marks by which hj, | 
master’s deer could be identified Mr. Ashe,- instead of delivering 
the deer, reviled him, kicked him, pulled him, by the ear, ang 
sent him away. Fortunately Panday had no enlarged spleen, other. 
wise he could not have escaped deatb. He brought a criminal case 
against the Civil Surgeon. The case was tried by Baboo Rajendra 
Norsie Roy, Deputy Magistrate, Jalpaiguri. Far from taking the depositions 
of the witnesses and of the defendant, the Deputy Magistrate did not even 
issue summonses, and dismissed the case at once. It is difficult to say how | 
the Deputy Magistrate decided the case in this way in the face of the confes- 
sion of the Civil Surgeon and the direct evidence of two or three gentlemen, — 
and even the evidence of the Deputy Babco’s own servant. It is said that 
a motion will be made against the Deputy Magistrate’s orders. 
11. The same paper says that though it often heard many things 
i cites Sete Gatun against Jagat Bandhu Khan, the Deputy 
se deems Magistrate of Bhola, Burrisal, it did not 
venture to say anything for want of satisfactory evidence. Jagat Bandhn © 
Baboo was in the habit of taking to his house for immoral’ purposes 
young women who appeared in his Court either as complaints, defend- 
ants, or witnessess. He was recently hauled up before the Sessions 
Judge on four distinct charges. The first charge has been proved, and 
His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, after perusing the judgment of the 
Sessions Judge, has suspended the Deputy Magistrate for one year. The 
writer is not satisfied with the decision of the Jieutenant-Governor. If 
Courts are presided over by dishonest men they assume the appearance § 
of hell. He who can make false statements in the register of attendance can 


do anything and everything in deciding a case. It cannot be believed that 


he is capable of taking bribes andof deciding cases against innocent persons. 
For this single offence he should have been dismissed, and Government has 
incurred great odium by retaining such a liar in the list of Deputy Magu. § 
trates. The fourth is a serious charge. Though it is difficult to produce 
direct evidence to substantiate it, yet the circumstantial evidence has 
inspired the Judge with suspicion. What a great monster he is who 
contemplates violating the chastity of women while sitting on the bench! 
The writer is sorry to say that the Lieutenant-Governor has not dismissed 
the Deputy Magistrate. Theft, dacoity, forgery, cheating, and adultery,— 
these are offences to prevent the commission of which, the courts of justice 
have been established ; and he who is guilty, or suspected of being guilty, of 
adaltery should not be allowed to disgrace the bench. Will His Honor 
the Lieutenant-Governor save the repution of Government by promptly 
dismissing Baboo Jagat Bandhu Khan from the post of Deputy Magistrate ? 
12. The Charu Varta, : o 15th November, says that ee 
i. _ dudge of Burrisal has found Baboo #aga 

Magurrete of Bhola. Bersisel Persty  Bandhu Khan, the Deputy Magistrate of 
Bhola, guilty of some of the offences with 
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which he was charged, and his Honor the Lieutenant-Governor has sus- 
pended the Deputy Magistrate for one year. It is a grave offence for an 


oficial to be guilty of offences, for .the prevention of which he has been 
appointed. 


13, The Dacca Gazette, of the 15th November, says that Sir Rivers 


o : Thompson is so much actuated by race-feel- 
. ee ee ing that he has not remained per without 
sranging for different treatment of Englishmen and’ natives in all 
departments of Government. Though the cost of imprisonment in the 
civil jails is not borne by Government, His Honor has fixed different 
rates of maintenance allowance to be given to the prisoners in the civil 
jails. The writer admits that two or four annas are sufficient for 
the cost of daily food for the poor class of natives; but the cost of food 
of rich natives per diem exceeds that of the Europeans. If it be said that 


the rich style of living cannot be maintained in jails, then the first class 
rate of dinner for every race should be the same. 


14, The same paper is surprised to read the judgment pronounced 


saad ane by Mr. Collier, the Officiating Magistrate of 
2 Rungpore, in Ainooddin’s case. An appeal 
will probably be made against the decision of Mr. Collier. Ainooddeen 


has been discharged because he was backed by the European officials. 
But the other day, the coolie woman Kshanta and her poor husband 
were cent to jail for having committed an alleged like offence in connection 


with Gibbon’s case, because they had incurred the displeasure of Anglo- 
Indians. This is justice indeed ! 


15. The Navavibhdkar Sddharant, of the 15th November, referring 


i sais sen to the Burnell case, says that justice has 


been done in the case by the High Court. 
The High Court has convicted the offenders of simple assault, and has on 


that ground sentenced them only to two months’ imprisonment. The 


Statesman has said that it is doubtful whether in similar circumstances a 
man would have been fined even Rs. 5 or Rs. 10 in England. Be that as it 
may, it is certain that men cannot be sentenced to two years’ imprison- 
ment in such a case.’ Mr. Burnell has suffered the just consequence of 
picking a quarrel by going to another’s house. Every respectable man 
should be pleased at this. But the Luglishman and the Indian Daily News 
are so unjust that they are blaming the High Court. 


16. The same paper says that a severer punishment should have 
— inflicted upon Jagabandhu Khan, the 
Khan. 


Deputy Magistrate of Dakklin Sabajpore, 
No official who has committed such offences as he can be excused. The 


Writer cannot wink at the fault of a native officer, because he is a native editor. 


17. The same paper says that it is not at all times proper to make 
Motions against the orders of Magis. ™m0tions in the High Court when such 
trates in the District Judges’ Courts. | motions can be made in the District Judges’ 
Courts. Motions should be made in the High Court under those circum- 
stances only in which the District Judge is unfit to try the case owing to 
partiality or some other reason. For this reason the writer approves of 
Sir Comer Petheram’s arrangement for directing persons to make motions 
al first in the District Judges’ Courts. “ 


18. The Ananda Bazar Pairikd, of the 15th November, referring to 


sic the arrangement made by the Chief Justice 
tates in the Dicteist Senne Megis- for motions that can be made in District 


Judges’ Courts being at first made io those. 
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courts, says that this arrangement may be convenient to parties, 
whether such strict justice as is done in the High Court will be 

those Courts. Judges and Magistrates live on very familiar term 
to the position of Anglo-Indians in the mofussil. This will prove. 
of miscarriage of justice. Local pleaders again have not the courage and 
independence of the Barristers and Pleaders of the High Court. f, 
Magistrates possess greater influence over their district than the Viesies 
or the Lieutenart-Governor over the province or provinces under wr 
jurisdiction. The High Court is aware that Magistrates commit oppres. 
sions as it sets aside the wrong orders of Magistrates in many cases << 
motions. Referring tothe reason urged by the Chief Justice tat the | 
Judges of the High Court have no leisure to hear motions, the writer 
that this is due to their enjoying many holidays. Tne District Judge 
more hardworked than the Judges of the High Court. 


19. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 16th November, is not satisfied | 
with the punishment a His Honor the | 

Jagat Bandhu Khan, the Deputy J jeutenant-Governor has inflicted upon Jagat 
diplomat gs rt Bandhu Khan, the Deputy saideds a 
Bhola. To allow a man like Jagat Bandhu tosit on the bench is prejudicial | 
to the interests of both Government and the people. Tne writer hopes | 
that His Honor will reconsider the case. 


(c)—dJals. 


20. The Dainth, of the 16th November, says that prisoners have no 
rest even when they are sick. God only 
| knows why hospitals have been established 
in the jails. The following will show that they have not been intended for 
the prisoners :—Nearly a year ago a man was sentenced to rigorous imprison- 
ment by the court of Balasore in Orissa. Towardsthe close of the term of 
his imprisonment he was sent to the Presidency Jail, and after bis arrival 
there he got fever, The jail Superintendent did not send him to bospital ; 
but instead of employing him in powdering bricks and other hard work, 
heemployed him in gardening. The poor man has died after undergoing 
imprisonment for 350 days. The Coroner held an inquest and has 
remarked that his death has been caused by being exposed to the sun 
during an attack of fever. To save his Anglo-Indian brother, the 
Coroner has also said that the man has died a natural death. Be the 
death natural or sudden, it is certain that the man was forced to labour 
in the sun during an attack of fever. How would the Jail Superintendent 
have been affected if his father or son had died under the above circum- 
stances? When the sudden death of Beny Ganguly in the Burdwan 
Jail last year did not attract the attention of the officials, it cannot be 
expected that any step will be taken against the Superintendent of the 
Presidency Jail. ve 
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Oppression in jails. 


(d)—Educatton. 


21. The Prattkdr, of the 5th November, says that if any one should 
Abolition of the Berhampore, Krish. ask why- the English have come 
negar ane eee Comme. India, he is sure to be answered that they 
have come here with the sole object of doing good to the people, and that 
they bave no selfish object in view. Government is spending heaps ° 
money on useless objects, and no Finance Committee can put 4 
end to these expenses. Government, which can bear all these * 
necessary expenses, cannot afford to pay. for those institutions which — 
are calculated to do good to the country. The English have taken 
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up the administration of the country in order to spread civilization and 
education among its uncivilized and ignorant people. For this reason 
robably the Finance Committee has recommended the abolition of the 


Krishnagur, Berhampore, and Midnapore Colleges. Government cannot 
afford to maintain these colleges. 


92. The Stlehar, of the 7th November, is glad to notice that 
wr, Olarke, the Officiating Inspector Mr. J. Wilson has rejoined his post of Ins- 


of Schools, Assam. pector of Schools, Assam. Mr. Clarke, who 
officiated for Mr. Wilson, is an old man, and he used to spend the greater 


portion of his time in botanical researches. When he went to the mofussil, 
his primary object was to carry on botanical researches, the work of inspec- 
tion being only nominal. As a consequence of this, much injury has been 
done to the cause of education in Mr. Clarke’s time. Where the superior 
officers do not pay attention to their duties, it cannot be expected 
that the subordinates will do their work properly. Now that Mr. Wilson 
has resumed his work, the writer expects great progress in educa- 
tion. | 


23. The Sanjtvant of the 13th November, is glad to hear that Mr. Croft, 
Reduction of expenditure in the the Director of Public Instruction, Bengal, has 
Education Department of Bengal. recommended to the Finance Committee that 
the appointment of Bengalis as Inspector of Schools is the best means of 
effecting reduction of expenditure inthe Educatipn Department. He says 
that there is no necessity for appointing European Inspectors, as considerable 
savings may be made by appointing natives to those posts. The ability with 
which Baboo Radika Prasanna Mookerjee and Baboo Bromho Mohan Mullick 
are performing their duties as Inspectors of Schools, and the reputation 
which Baboo Dinanath Sen, Baboo Kailash Chandra Sen, Baboo Chandra 
Mohan Mazoomdar, Baboo Beni Madhav De and others have acquired in 
their capacity of Assistant Inspectors of Schools will prevent any one from 
saying that Bengalis are unable to perform the duties of Inspector of 
Schools. The writer hopes that Government will act upon the just recom- 
mendation of Mr. Croft. 


24. The same paper says that Government has proposed to increase 
Increasing the rate of schooling fees the rate of schooling fees in the Medical 
in the Medical Schools. Schools, and has asked the opinion of the 
Principals of the Schools on the matter. Various kinds of disease are 
prevalent in the country, and good medical aid is not available in the 
mofussil. If the rate of schooling fees be increased, the number of medical 
practitioners will diminish in future, and the mofussil people will die either 
for want of medical aid or by depending upon the treatment of quaks. The 
writer hopes that Government will not cause injury to the country by 
Inceasing the rate of schooling fees in the Medical Schools. But the 
attitude of Government has inspired the writer with fear. 


25. The Dainik, of the 15th November, is reassured to hear from 
a reliable source that Baboo Radhika Pra- 
sanna Mukherjee, Inspector of Schools, 
Presidency Circle, is not going to be trans- 
ferred for some time to come. There was a rumour that he would 
be transferred very soon. It would have been very cruel on the part 
of Government to have sent Radhika Baboo who is an old and faithful 
servant away from home when the whole family is plunged in grief for 
the death of his brother Rajkrishna Baboo. Radhika Baboo as the 
Inspector of schools of the ae cel Division proves that a native, 
receiving less than two-thirds of what an English Inspector of schools 
gets, can perform the duties of the post with ability and tact. 


_ Baboo Radhika Prasanna Mukher- 
jee, Inspector of Schools, 
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96. The Dainik, of the 16th November, was greatly’ alarmed 


to hear that the Finance (Con,; 
Reduction of expenditure in the OM mittee 


oheadn Butaeee Bena. would make arrangements for effectin 


| a great reduction in the Education Dep ce 
ment. It feared that the aided schools and some of the lar 


e ¢ 
would be abolished; but it has been reassured by the Mines 
dations which Mr. Croft has made to the Committee. The writer believes 
that no European Inspector of Schools will be able to perform the inspec. 
ing business in Bengal so_ satisfactorily as native Inspectors, The | 
ability with which Baboo Bhudeb Mukerjee performed his duties 
and that which has been shown by the present native Inspectors 
and Assistant Inspectors of Schools, prove the statement. Professo; 
P. K. Lahiri, Mr. Percival, Baboo Bepin Behari Gupta, and Baboo Prasanna 
Kumar Roy, and other native professors enjoy much greater reputation 
among the students than European professors. It would be better if arrange. 
ments could be made for appointing a larger number of natives as professors, 

_ 27. The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 16th November, is glad to hear 


that Mr. Croft, the Director of Public Ins- 

Reduction of expenditure inthe tryction, has wisely recommended the appoint: 
So. ment of natives as Inspectors of Schools as the 
best means of effecting reduction of expenditure in the Education Depart. 


went. After witnessing the ability with which the native Inspectors and 
Assistant Inspectors of Schools ure performing their duties, no one will be able 
to say that the natives are unable to perform the duties of Inspectors, The | 
writer says that much money might be saved by the appointment of com- | 
petent natives to all the departments of Government. The writer hopes 


that Government will try to effect reduction of expenditure by acting & 
according to the advice of Mr. Croft. 


(e)\—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


28. The Hindu Ranjtka, of the 10th November, says that great incon- 
Want of roads in the Singra station, venience has been caused to the people of the 


Nattore. Singra thana, Nattore, for want of roads. The 
number of educated men within the jurisdiction of that thana is very small, — 


and so there is no hope of the grievances of the people being made known to 
the authorities. The people have been paying road cess for the last 16 or 17 
years, but noteven a single pice has as yet been spent in constructing or 
repairing a single road in these parts. During the rains the people have to 
wade through water, which sometimes reaches up to their chins. One or 
two old roads that still exist have become overgrown with jungle and full 
of mud. The elected representatives of Singra have been made members of 
the Nattore Local Board. But Singra has been brought under the civil 
jurisdiction of Nowgaon, and will soon be brought under its criminal juris- 
diction too. No representative from Singra has been admitted into the Local 
Board of Nowgaon, and the writer believes that no member of the Nowgaon 
Board has any knowledge of the condition of the Singra thana. The 
people of this quarter have no means of getting the services face of medical 
men. They have never known what medicine is,, but depend solely upoo 
maniras and lockets. ‘The writer says that the station of Singra should 
not be included within the local limits of ‘the jurisdiction of Novw- 
gaon, but of Nattore. The distance of the villages situated withio 
the local limits of the Singra station varies from 8 to 24 miles from 
Nattore ; whereas their distance from Nowgaon varies from 18 to 88 miles. 
There is some means of communication between Nattore and Singra, but 
there is none between Nowgaon and that place; and passengers who go from 
Singra to Nowgaon have to go vid Nattore. If Singra be at all included 
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within the jurisdiction of Nowgaon, the inconvenience of the people can 
be partly removed by causing an alteration in the local limits of the jurisdic- 
tion of the police stations. 

29. The Samaya, of the 12th November, referring to the irregularities 
in the management of the affairs of the Bara- 
nagore Municipality, says that such irregularities 
may take place under the following circumstances :—(1) If all the Com- 
missioners or the majority of them are ignorant men; (2) if the Commis- 
sioners try to promote their own interests instead of trying to benefit the 
rate-payers ; (8) if the Commissioners do not attend to the welfare of the 
Municipality ; (4) if there is disunion among the Commissioners ; (5) if 
the Commissioners act unjustly, (6) if they. oppress the rate-payers owing 
to pride. But the majority of the Commissioners of the Baranagore 
Municipality are educated men. Why, then, is there so much disorder in the 
Municipality ? Thereport submitted by Mr. Rivett-Carnac on the accounts 
of the Municipality shows that there are discrepancies between the state- 
ment of fines levied, submitted to the Collector of the 24-Pergunnahs, and 
the accounts of these finesin the books of the Municipality. There are 
errors of calculations and suspicious corrections in the account-book of 
taxes. Oppressive overseers are rewarded by the Baranagore Municipality. 
Great oppression is practised upon the rate-payers in the collection of the 
night-soil tax. The writer says that there is no means of reforming the 
Municipality except by the dismissal of the present body of Commissioners 
by the Lieutenant-Governor. The writer thinks that the Chairman should 
resign his office in the interests of the public. 

380. The Bhdratbdst, of the 13th November, thinks that the 

The names of the strecte and lence lames of streets and the numbers of houses 
of Calcutta and pahrawallas and in Qalcutta should be written in Bengali and 
many eenminge Convene. Urdu as well as in English. The pharawallas 
should know the names of streets and lanes well, and they should be 
instructed to direct people to streets or lanes to which they may want to go. 
The drivers of hackney carriages also should know the names of streets 
and lanes thoroughly. They should be examined on the subject before licenses 
are granted to them. The writer believes the present License Officer of 
hackney carriages to be an able man. He may easily introduce this 
system. ) 

31. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 15th November, says that the 

Nomination ‘of members for District local authorities of many places have nomi- 
~—. nated local planters and other Europeans and 
men who have no position in society but are flatterers of officials as members 
of District Boards. The writer fears lest Government should sanction those 
nominations. The main object of the introduction of self-government 
in this country is to entrust local people with the management of local 
matters. Natives will be greatly benefited by the conferring of this right; 
but Government also will derive benefit from conferring the right upon the 
people. This will diminish the work of the local authorities. Consequently, 
s0 many officers will not be needed as at present, and the expenditure will 
be reduced. Government now wishes to introduce the system of self- 
government as an experimental measure. If natives give proofs of fitness 
for self-government, complete powers of self-government in local matters 
will be conferred upon natives, and Magistrates will cease to interfere with 
their work. When such is the object of Government, men who will have 
always connection with the District Boards should be taken into them 
in order that they may learn the work of self-government. But forgetting 
this, the Magistrates are appointing Europeans as members of Uistrict 

oards, Europeans are being probably nominated members of District Boards 
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owing to the fear that if left to themselves the native members will have thei, 
own way in allthings. But Government's control over District Boards is 
such that there is no reason for such apprehension. The Magistrates are also 
committing an error in appointing men who have no position as members of 
District Boards. One object of Government in conferring the right of gel. 
government upon natives is to be relieved of expenditure for affording relicr | 
to the people in times of scarcity. It being so, such men as are ip 4 
Osition to help the people with money should be appointed members of 
District Boards. Magistrates may say that by acting with Europeans, natiyes 
may learn the work of self-government well. But upon that. principle 
Europeans should be appointed ez-officto members. 
382. The Dacca Gazette, of et “ og ge | says boar though 
oid the officiuls have in their administratio 
ee reports omitted to speak well of the Muni. 
cipal Commissioners of Dacca, and though in their opinion no improvement 
has been made in the Municipality, yet it must be admitted that the 
Municipality has of late been paying greater attention to the convenience 
of the rate-payers. The Commissioners do not devote all their attention 
to the roads in the European quarters alone, but the lanes in the native 
quarters also have received their attention. 

383. The Grambast, of the 16th November, does not approve of the 
appointment of Baboo Kashi Nath Mitter, 
who is about eighty, to the membership of 
the District Board of Howrah on behalf of Government. The writer does — 
not understand on what principle the appointments to the District Board 
are made. : 

34. The Dainik, of the 16th November, says that in Kashipore, | 

Outbreak of cholera in the Suburbs Paikpara, Shiti, and other Suburban villages, | 
of Calcutta. cholera of a very fatal type has made its © 
appearance. It is said that thirty or forty persons are daily dying of it. 
People have been greatly alarmed. The Commissioners of the Suburban 


Municipality have directed the use of disinfectants for the removal of bad 
smell from the roadside. 


(f)— Questions affecting the land. 


35. The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 16th November, sayst hat the Rajas 

of Burdwan have been long noted for their 

of te Burdwan estate under the Court Jiberality. Thousands of poor men receive 
: daily alms from the charitable institutions of 

the Burdwan family. Besides these, hundreds of men are daily fed in the 
different temples belonging to the Raj family. But the writer fears that the 
poor people will no longer get food from these charitable institutions, and — 
that the institutions which have immortalized the names of the Burdwan 
Rajas will be abolished. No beggar had before this time had to return with- 
out getting alms. But the writer is sorry to hear that hundreds of beggars 
are being driven away from the house of charity. The charitable institutions 
are likely to be managed according to the European idea of charity. The 
Hon’ble Ban Behari Kapur and Mr. Reily have been appointed managers 
for the estate of Burdwan, but unfortunately the management of the chart 
table institutions has been entrusted in the hands of Mr. Reily. Mr. Reily 
was formerly the manager of the Chanchal estate, and the Lieutenant 


Governor has appointed him manager for the Burdwan estate in recogal 
tion of the services which he rendered to that estate. In order 


gain the favour of Government, Mr. Reily is trying to effect reductioo | 
in the expenditure of the Burdwan estate; and lest any opposition 
should be raised if attempts were made to reduce the 


Baboo Kashi Nath Mitter. 
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of the influential officers of the estate, he is trying to effect reduction 
by depriving the poor of their bread. The writer hears that a sepoy of 
‘the estate has been beaten and dismissed by Mr. Reily, because he 
did not salute him. But the writer does not say anything about this, for 
the fact of a native being beaten by a European is no new thing in this 
country. The writer has been heartily grieved to hear that many poor 
men were sent away without alms on Monday before last, and he therefore 
requests the authorities that they should look into the matter. Mr. Reily 
has ordered, it is said, that none but the blind and the disabled should 
get alms. As a consequence of this two or three hundreds of persons are 
being daily sent away from the asylums. Such an order is not of course 
wrong in the eye of Mr. Reily, for there is great difference between 
Buropean charity and Hindu charity. It would have been better for Mr. Reily 


to have shown his ability in the management of the estate. by benefiting - 


it in any other way than by depriving the poor of their bread. Mr. 
Reily, it is said, is trying to support the step he has taken, and will not 
change his policy. Has Lala Ban Behari too ‘agreed to this proposal ? 
The Collector of Burdwan has wisely advised Mr. Reily to change his policy ; 
but though the latter has received this order on Friday, he did not cancel 
his orders up to the end of last week. Mr. Reily should understand that 
his unjust proposal will not be countenanced either by the Collector or by 


the Commissioner. Why, then, does he persist in this wrong course of 
action P .- | : 


(9) —Ratlways and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation. 


86. A correspondent of the Sansodhini, of the 5th November, says that 


Ciena Vea: Chinen ' in going from Chittagong to Commilla or to 
and Commilla and Noakhally. Noakhally people have to cross the Feni river. 
The only means of crossing the river is to cross itin a ferry-boat. But people 
have to suffer great trouble and inconvenience in the ferries. They have 


to sit fur three or four hours together in the boats, as the ferry-men 


refuse to carry. anyone to the other side of the river, alleging that 


they are expecting the arrival of the postal runner. People who want 
to go to Noakhally cannot cross the river even in four hours. 
Great loss is often suffered by people on account of this delay, which prevents 
the performance of many important things in proper time. Government 
should make a stringent law against the oppressive conduct of the ferry- 
men. The editor also says that he has personal experience of the incon- 
venience complained of by the correspondent. On one occasion he reached 
the ferry before daybreak. The ferry-man did not carry him to the other 


side of the river, alleging that he was expecting the arrival of the postal 


runner, who came at last at 10 a.m. The writer had therefore to wait for 
about five hours in the ferry. 

87. A correspondeot of the Datusk, of the 15th November, says 
The Saidpore station, Northern Bengal that most of the railway offices in the Saidpore 
State Railway. | station, Northern Bengal Line, remains open 
during the holidays. The Examiner’s office the Locomotive office, and the 
Traffic office were not at all closed on the occasion of the late Kalipuja. For 


some days past the mixed trains of this line have been reaching Silliguri and — 


Sara four hours later than the usual time. The cause of this delay is the 
increase of shunting in the intermediate stations. ig goods trains 
run on this line. What then is the necessity of so much shunting? The 
frequency with which the time-table of this line is being repeatedly 
changed to the inconvenience of the public is contrary to the direction of 
the Government circulars. Mails are also being despatched by the mixed 
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trains. The arrangement has caused great ifconvenience to the public 
The writer hopes that Government will look into the matter. 

38. The Burdwan Sunjivant, of the 16th November, says that, though 
Went of roads in Rayane in ‘the Bayana thana 18 a very important 
—-. part of the district of Burdwan, yet n 
money has as yet been spent in the construction or repairs of roads 
in it; but, on the contrary, great injury has been done to it by Cutting 
through the embankments on the southern side of the Damoodar fo 
constructing the railway. The encroachment by the cultivators ang 
landowners on both sides of the roads have rendered their recognition 
very difficult at present. Tnere is no raised road in the whole station, 
The cess which is paid by the inhabitants should at least partly be 
expended for their convenience. | 


(h)— General. 


89. The Pratikdr, of the 5th November, is alarmed to hear that 
Government has resolved to take away the 


management of the temple of Jaggarnath 
from the hands of the Rajah of Pooree, and to entrust it in the hands of 


trustees appointed by itself. The idol of J aggarnath is the chief object of 
worship to the Hindus, and they believe it to be an injunction of the shasters 
that the Rajah of Pooree should be its sebait. The writer believes that 
Government will not try to carry out this proposal and thereby interfere | 
with the religion of the Hindus. 
40. ‘he Sansodhint, of the 5th November, says that great injustice 
ie tai is being done in Chittagong in the matter of 
gee the assessment of the income-tax. The present | 
syste of the assessment of the income-tax has given to the headmen of the © 
villages an opportunity of taking bribes, and of satisfying their personal grudge 
against the villagers. The assessment is being made in consultation with the. 
heads of the villages. Those who have bought over these headmen to their 


The Temple of Jaggarnath. 


side are passing as poor, but those who are unable to pay them on account 


of poverty are being made liable to the tax. A poor old gentleman whose 
whole property consists of fifty rupees which a neighbour of his owes him | 
has been assessed at Rs. 10a year. The authorities should closely enquire 

into the matter. “ 


- 41. The same paper says that many ace of opinion that the more people 


- [Lond Lytton and Lord Ripon. are kept under subjection, and the greater the 


tyranny with which they are treated, the | 
easier will become the work of administration. But the writer has seen 


in a thousand instances that this belief is erroneous. Even up to this day, 
people put their fingers in their ears when they hear the name of Lord 
ytton ; but they uplift their arms and bless Lord Ripon whenever his 
name is pronounced. All newly-invented things are being named after 
Lord Ripon. ‘This fact adds as much to the honour and fame of 
Lord Ripon as it testifies to the gratefulness of the people of Indiae = 
42. The Paridarshak, of the’6th November, says that the people of 


Thao Wabiie Qeovies Ceimmabecten India became so much attached to Lord Ripon 


because he was generous. Lord Lytton incurred 
the displeasure of the Indian people owing to his crooked policy. 


Dufferin also is reputed to be a man of crooked policy, and has been sent t 
India to show his political skill. He has given sufficient evidence of bis 
political skill by undertaking an unnecessary war with Burmab and by 
imposing the income-tax which is pressing heavily on the people. Following 
the same crooked and unintelligible policy he has resolved to appolst 
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s’ Public Service Commission, and has thereby given evidence of his 
extreme generosity. The door of the Covenanted Civil Service was virtual] 


closed against the natives during the administration of Lord Lytton. 


jn order to keep the public in good humour the Statutory Civil Service 
system was introduced ; but it failed to produce the desired effect. A great 
agitation was set’ on foot which at last reached England. The present 
Commission has been appointed by the Government of India under the 
direction of the Secretary of State for India. The writer is sure that 
the present Commission will produce more harm than good. The con- 
stitution of the Commission has raised grave suspicion in the mind 
of the writer. Of the fifteen members composing the Commission, 
the number of native members will be four or five, and of the 
remaining ten, the greater number will be selected from among the civilians 
and selfish Anglo-Indians. Jt is vain to expect justice from a Commission 
composed mainly of civilans. The civilians will never lose sight of their own 
interests. The Provincial Governments have been empowered to select 
native members for the Commission, and it is easy to surmise what kind of 
men will be selected by them. The Commission has no power to interfere with 
tne Covenanted Civil Service system, but it has been appointed to improve 
the Statutory Civil Service system. The natives are not eager to enter 
the worthless Native Civil Service. Government, on the other hand, will not 
remove any obstacle in the way of entering the Covenanted Civil Service ; but 
it is trying to establish a new Civil Service for the natives. The 
patives do not want aseparate service for them; they wish to see the 
door of the Covenanted Civil Service thrown open to all classes. An 
attentive perusal of the resolution of Government appointing the 
Commission excites fear in the public mind. Livery line of it- betrays 
insincerity. The writer does: not expect any good from the Com- 
mission. ‘The natives have for a long time past been urging the necessity 
for raising the standard of age for the Civil Service examination and for 
holding the examination in India. The Government of India has appointed 
the Commission for reforming the present native Civil Service 
and for larger admission of natives into it. The natives do not want this. 
They want fair field and no favour. They urge that the door of the 
Covenanted Civil Service should be thrown: open: to all classes without 
distinction of race, colour, or creed. The present Commission has no 
power to do anything in this direction, and it is therefore vain to expect 
any good from it. But as Sir Charles Aitchison has been appointed 
Presiden. of tne Commission, people expect something from him. They 
| earnestly believe that Sir Charles will try his utmost to admit natives 

more largely into the public service and to facilitate the admission of 
hatives into the Covenanted Civil Service. 

48. The Sakachar, of the 10th November, is astonished at the 
Civilians’ forming a majority on the Civil 
Service Commission. Bombay has obtained 
two native members. Why should Bengal obtain one only? There 
Is still time for the Viceroy to correct the mistake. 

44, The same paper learns upon enquiry that it is the large number 

of bigoted Mussulmans who are now coming 

by aie and disturbance of the peace tg. India from Central Asia on account 
| of the construction of a railway to Pebawar, 

who cause riots by inciting low-class Mussulmans against Hindus. The 
Writer requests Government to enquire into the truth of the matter. 
ere is a class of wicked men im every town. They incite ignorant 
Mussulmans against Hindus. Educated and respectable Museulmans do 
hot take part in these riots, Mussulman traders, cultivators, and common 
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householders are as peaceful as Hindus belonging to those classes, F 
some years past these riots have been increasing. Even in Bengal hime 
such riots were unknown, bigoted Mussulmans have this year tried to bre k 
Hindu idols in some places. When such riots are taking place in g ‘ 
3 | Pite 
of the efforts of the educated and respectable people to prevent them, the cause 
of these riots should be enquired into. It is strange that such riots do not take 
place in the native states. Money is given from the public treasury in Baroda 
and Indore for helping the Mussulmans to celebrate the Mohurum festival 
On the other hand money is given to Hindusin Bhopal and Hyderabad 
to help them to celebrate the Ramlila festival. What is then the cause of | 
these riots in British dominions ? Has Russia anything to do with these 
riots ? English statesmen should remember that Turkey has become hostile 
to England from the time of the last Russo-Turkish war. England hag 
increased this hostility by sending troops to Egypt. Turkey is supporting 
Russia in her action in Bulgaria, and many newspapers are saying that in 
the event of a war Turkey will fight against the English. Turkey—nay 
all Mussulman states in Asia—can no longer exist without the favour of 
Russia. No one relies upon the assistance of England. The writer would 
not be surprised if an attempt were made under these circumstances to make 
the Mussulmans hostile to England. The writer desires that Government | 
should make a careful enquiry into the matter. Russia quarrelled with | 
Turkey by professing to be the champion of Christians. No one would 
be surprised if she professed in Central and Southern Asia that she was 
the champion of Mussulmans. There are many spies of Russia among the 
Mollahs of Central Asia. The writer believes that those men are the cause 
of the riots in this country. | 
45. The same paper saye that Mr. Smith, the Commissioner of the 
sis a Division, has no notoriety for im- 
‘The Commissioner of the Presidency pydence, but has reputation for cool-headed- | 
so cae ta a But Mr. Smith bas not been able to | 
maintain his reputation. He has made an unjust attack upon the native 
papers of Calcutta. The writer was not suprised to hear condemnation of 
native papers from the mouths of Presidency Commissioners like Mr. Munro. | 
“he writer is sorry and surprised to hear such condemnation from 
the mouth of Mr. Smith. Mr. Smith has condemned all native newspapers 
of Calcutta without exception. None of the three charges brought by 
Mr. Smith against those papers will stand. Native papers oppose only those 
laws and acts of Government which they consider unjust. The errors of 
officials are often removed, and the views of legislators are often changed 
by the opposition of native papers. The editor denies the charge that all 
native papers have opposed the Burmese war. The editor for one has always | 
recommended that the tyrant Theebaw should be deposed, and that a competent 
Burmese prince should be set up on the throne of Burmah. Government now 
sees how wise was the advice of those native papers which recommended that 
Theebaw should be deposed, but that the independence of Burmah should 
be kept inviolate by the setting up of a Burmese prince on the throne of | 
Burmah. It is now clear that Government has committed a great error 10 
annexing Burmah. No native paper has ever shown hostility towards the 
whole Kuropean community. But native papers did not hesitate to us 
as severe language as was necessary to show the error and evil intention 0 
those Anglo-Indians who opposed such a beneficial measure to natives a 
the Ibert Bill, and who, for having it withdrawn, poured vile abuse upon the 
whole native community. But native papers felt ashamed. to show euch 
Irritation and ungentlemanliness as Anglo-lndjan papers showed. Anglo- 
Indian papers are the aggressors. Native papers simply defend their 
countrymen. The writer is sorry that Mr. Smith has laid himself ope? 
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to the hostile criticism of native papers by becoming guilty of injustice. 

Mr. Smith remarks that “every crime of which. a European is charged 

js accepted as trae and as typical of the conduct of Europeans 

generally. If enquiry proves it false, the papers continue to assert its 

truth, and declare the decision to be only a result of the gross partiality of the 

courts, impugning alike the mofussil tribunals and the High Court.” 

Referring to this the writer says that this charge against native papers is false. 

There is failure of justice in some cases in which an Anglo-Indian is charged 

with any offence. Some offences, such as beating servants, causing rupture 

of the spleen, and shooting, are all but universally found among low-class 
Anglo-Indians. The writer does not believe that respectable Anglo-Indians 
are capable of such offences. Can Mr. Smith deny’that many low-class Anglo- 
Indian offenders escape punishment ? Does he believe that the escape of 

such Anglo-Indian offenders is beneficial to the Anglo-Indian community ? 

Can Mr. Smith point out a single respectable Anglo-Indian like himself 
among the Anglo-Indians who have been charged with offences during this 
year? Upon consideration he will find that there is a class of mean and 
wicked men among Anglo-Indians as among every other community. The 
escape of Anglo-Indian offenders is injurious to society at large, and specially 
to the Anglo-Indian society. ‘I'he escape of Anglo-Indian offenders is in 
some cases due to the fault of the Judge. Have not the native papers the 
right of expressing dissatisfaction in such cases? It is the practice of some 
Judges to show partiality to Anglo-Indian offenders. Are not many Judges 
of Subordinate Courts reproved by the High Court for this? If native papers 
did not protest against wrong acts there would be no_ necessity for 
their existence. Native papers will not be at all injured by the unjust criticism 
of their writings by Mr. Swith. There will be many Presidency Commis- 
sioners like Mr. Smith and many Lieutenant-Governors like Sir Rivers 
Thompson who will endorse the unjust remarks made by those Commissioners 
upon native papers. But the native papers of Calcutta will walk in the path 
which they are now walking in. There are no counsellors of the English 
Government so friendly to it as the native papers. Because the officials do 
not keep on good terms with them they have to suffer so much. 


46. The Hindu Ranjikd, of the 10th November, says that Govern- 
ment has been gradually throwing obstacles in 
the way of the appointment of natives to 
higher posts. Government, does not like to see improvement in the 
condition of the natives, and acts as if the Acts of Parliament and the 
Proclamation of Her Majesty were nothing. The Statutory Civil Service 
has been created ‘with the object of excluding the natives from the Cove- 
nanted Civil Service. It appears from this that deception is the policy of 
the English in India. The natives have in a manner been effectually excluded 
from the Covenanted Civil Service, and thereby from higher posts under 
Government by the lowering of the standard of age and by the holding of the 
examination in England under the present system. People have reason 
to suppose that the reduction of public expenditure and _ the 
Creation of the Native Civil Service are due toa desire of excluding the 
natives from higher posts under Government. It is not very difficult to 
understand the real object of the present Civil Service Commission. 

47. The same paper says that the Goverment of India has tried its 
| utmost to show that the annual expenditure on 


, account of the exodus of the officials to the hills 
is less than what it is. It has deducted the railway fares and telegram charges 
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and tried to show that the annual expenditure on this account is five lakhs — 


IMstead of seven-and-a-half. But the writer says that from the accounts of 
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Government itself the annual expenditure appears to be not less than sever 
lakhs. The people of India have become impoverished ; new taxes are bein 

imposed on them, and over and above this the wasteful expenditure 7 
Government is daily increasing. Money is being spent on the residence 
of the officials not only in Simla, but in Darjeeling, Nainital, Ootacamung 
and Mahabaleshwar also. Besides this, there is expenditure for the residence 


of the Punjab Government in Simla. When will India be relieved of hj, 


burden of unnecessary expenditure ? 
BoaRat MITBA, 48 


. The Bhdrat Mitra, of the 11th November, referring to the | 
Nov. lith, 1886. 


ties Ch Geen Wallis << appointment of the Civil Service Commission, 


says that no good has been derived from the 
Commissions that have been hitherto appointed. If Government wants t 


appoint a large number of natives to the Civil Service, why did it not appoint 
such a Commission before this? If Government now desires to appoint q 
large number of natives to the Civil Service because they have become fit, it 
can easily attain that end by raising the standard of age for the Civil Service 
examination. It is easy for Government to prove that natives are unfit for 
entering the Civil Service by the statements of such natives as Rajah 
Shivaprasad. Men like Rajah Rampal Singh, who understand the character 
of both natives and Europeans, should be appointed members of the 
Commission. 

ops 49. The Rungpore Dikprakdsh, of the 11th November, hears that a 

Nov. 11th, 1886. ‘The oppression in the assessment of poor Brahmin of Golmukta, near Ghoramara, — 
income-tax. in Rungpore, whose annual income scarcely 7 
amounts to Rs. 50, has been made to pay a license-tax of Rs. 10 a year for a 
few years past. This year also a notice has been served on him by the 
assessor of the income-tax requiring him to pay his tax within ten days from 
the service of the notice, failing which he will be liable to pay double of what 
has been assessed on him. What is the necessity for making laws and 
regulations if the officials can do whatever they please ? | 

Runoross Dix. 50. The same paper says that it would have given much satis- 


ice lita Wiel Chditiaken faction to the people if the Public Ser- 


oe vice Commission had been appointed to 
ascertain their opinion. But the object of the Cummission is different. 


It appears that the object of Government in appointing Commissions | 
is to please the people; and it is better not to appoint them at all. None 
has ever produced the desired effect, and much money has been spent for 
each of them. People do not expect that the Public Service Commission 
will be able to carry out the object for which it is being appointed, and they 
fear that in trying to do good it will do some injury to them. Natives 
want that the native civilians should be placed on the same footing witb the 
English civilians. Natives are not incompetent to compete in the examina J 
tion ; why then should they not be.allowed equal privileges with the English 
civilians ? If Government overlooks merit, and looks to the distinction of 
race, it will be guilty of great injustice by acting contrary to the spirit of the | 
Proclamation of 1858. No good can come of the Commission unless the 
narrow-mindedness of Government be removed. The great obsiacle to the 
admission of natives into the Covenanted Civil Service has been caused by 
the lowering of the standard of age from 21 to 19 years. It will be better 
if the Civil Service examination be held in India, but natives are no 
reluctant to go to England if the standard of age be raised. If larget 
number of natives are admitted into the Civil Service the interests of the 
English nation will no doubt suffer, but Government will be a great 
gainer in the long run. The cost of retaining the English Civilians in India 
is _very great. The mode of living of the natives is very cheap, and 

will therefore accept service on smaller salaries. Natives have beed 
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urging all along that Government should look to merit and not to race. 

The Civil Service question can be decided by Parliament; where was then 

the necessity for this Oommission ? The writer has been reassured by the 

appointment of Mr. Justice Mitter to the Commission, and hopes that 

srrangements will be made to appoint equally fit men from all the presidencies, oe 
51. The Surabht and Patakd, of the 11th November, says that the Scan & Parana, 

English members form the majority on the %°™ '* 18 

Civil Service Commission. There are only six 

natives on the Commission against 10 Englishmen. It is probable that 

all the English members will combine. Under these circumstances, the 

native members will be able to do nothing. There is also no hope of a 

combination of all the native members. Rajah Uday Pratap Singh of 

Bhinga is a flatterer of the English of the type of Rajah Shiva Prasad. 

What will one Romesh Chunder, one Syud Ahamad, and one Mudaliyar be 

able to do under these circumstances? The writer does not expect any 

good result from the Commission. 
52. The same paper says that it isa matter of regret that Govern- $v! & Pataxs. 


ment does not aim at the real reformation 


ss _ Of the native army. The first principle of the 
English administration in India is to maintain British dominion. But 


Government often produces injurious results by measures which it 
introduces with the above object. It isa mistake to suppose that vigorous 
administration is the means of making British rule lasting in India. By 
pursuing that erroneous policy it is gradually depriving Indians of all worth 
and spirit. It is its object to prevent Indians from ever becoming power- 
ful. For this reason it has excluded Indians from all high civil and military 
posts. For this reason it has taken away good weapons from the hands 
of the native soldiers and refuses to employ them in the artillery. For this 
reason the whole Indian nation has been disarmed. For this reason it is 
trying to keep Indians in the depths of degradation. But this policy is 
erroneous. If Indians become incapable of self-defence, 60,000 British 
troops will not be able to defend them. This vast empire was not won by 
English arms alone, nor will it always be defended by British arms alone. 
If natives are incapable of self-defence they will be an encumbrance to 
Government instead of being a help to it. The ill-armed and half-starved 
professional native troops are no match for the well-armed and enthusiastic 
troops of European powers. For this reason the writer recommends that an 
attempt should be made to make natives equal to Europeans. The higher 
ofices in the army should be thrown open to natives. Native troo 
should be armed with the present excellent arms. Respectable men should 
be induced to enter the army by increasing the salary of native troops. Thie 
Arms Act should be repealed. Military schools should be opened all over 
India. It may be argued that if Indians are made equal to Kuropeans 
they may drive the English out of the country ; but the writer says that 
the degradation of Indians is still more calculated to put an end to British 
dominion than their improvement. 
53. The same paper says that it has pointed out before that natives have gozsem: & Parana. 
: lost self-reliance, and have become grossly 
Bate? of native character under selfish under English rule. Men who are 
. selfish and dependent upon others lose their 
self-respect: Such has been the case with Indians. These moral defects are 
fouad only in degraded people bastening towards extinction. | 
54. The Samaya, of the 12th November, is glad that the Lieutenant- Samara, 
Governor has directed Mr.Gibbons, the Apothe- —¥v. 12th, 1886. 
cary of the Medical College, who insulted 
Dr. Prasanna Kumar Roy, to apologize to 
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Dr. Roy. The writer desires that the Lieutenant-Governur should w 
the reverence of natives by such good acts on the eve of his departure. 


55. The same paper is of opinion that the Public Service Commigs;, 

will produce no good result. It is very am 
indeed to take one representative fron. mA 
20,000 English residents of Bengal, and also one representative ftom 
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among the 70 million native inhabitants of that Province. 


56. The Sanjtvant, of the 13th November, says that the Lahore Mun;- 
ae cipality exceeded all bounds of propriety in 
Pa Municipality snd Lord the matter of flattery in the address of welcome 
which it presented to Lord Dufferin. Sino, 
his arrival in India His Excellency has been busy with wars and has done | 
no good to the country; and the writer therefore thought that the flatter. 
ing compliments paid by the Municipality would only make him ashamed. 
But Lord Dufferin replied that the statements made in the address were 
substantially true, that many important reforms calculated to increase the 
happiness and prosperity of the millions of India had been brought abou 
during his administration. But the writer is unable to see what these 
important reforms are. 


57. Referring to the case of Mr. Gibbons, who is now under. 
going imprisonment in the Darjeeling Jail 
for having committed forgery, the same paper 
says that in the tea-gardens such forgery takes place every now and 
then, and that the offence was really committed by Mr. Gibbons, The 
strong sympathy which the Assam tea-planters showed towards him, — 
and the endeavours which they made to prove him not guilty, are 
facts sufficient to prove this. It has been plainly shown that the tea- 
planters are always ready to openly violate the provisions of law, and 
that the officers of Government do not hesitate to advise them to do { 
so whenever they find any opportunity. There will be no want of evidence | 
on this point if necessary. Besides the case of Mr. Gibbons, the 
writer meptions three other cases, in each of which section 111] of Act I 
of 1882 was violated. On the 10th October 1885, one Shaik Shukari 
applied to the Magistrate of Sibsagar for ordering the release of his son 
Khodadeen from the Derhi tea-garden, belonging to Mr. Hosack. The 
case came before Mr. Browne, the Extra Assistant Commissioner of 
Sibsagar, who wrote a letter to Mr. Hosack stating the facts of the case, 
and requesting him to defend it. Mr. Hosack did not think it worth his 
while to give any reply to Mr. Browne, but wrote the following directly to the 
Deputy Commissioner :—‘‘ The man denies having put in thejapplication for 
release : he was in the factory on the date the application is supposed to have 
been made. I should feel obliged by your looking into the case, as it seems 
to me that it has been done simply to give me annoyance.” After this 
Khodadeen fled from the garden and applied on the same day to Mr. Browne 
for his release. On the very same day Mr. Browne ordered that ‘* Mr. Hosack 
has already written to say that the complainant has no contract. The 
complainant said that he can leave the employ if he wishes to do 80.” The 
next day Mr. Hosack filed a contract, purporting to have been executed by 
Khodadeen on the 12th October 1882 before Mr. Browne, and requested 
him to issue a warrant against the said Khodadeen on the same day, for the 
criminal might otherwise escape. Khodadeen was sentenced to rigorous 
imprisonment for seven days on the very day. The writer does not underataod 
under what law the Magistrate ordered Khodadeen to be imprisoned when 
he had given orders for his release on the previous day. How could he change 
his own decision? In the letter which Mr. Hosack wrote on the 27 
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October, he clearly stated that Khodadeen was a domestic servant, and was 
not therefore bound by the coolie law. But his agent said on the 2nd 
November that the man was bound by the coolie law, and he filed an agree- 
ment purporting to have been executed by Khodadeen on the 12th October. 
The sense of justice of the officials of Assam alone renders it possible that a 
change should be made in a former decision on the strength of af orged docu- 
ment. On examining the records of the case, the Chief Commissioner of Assam 
said: “* He sees no ground for taking any action on it.” If the Government of 
Assam had not been so blind, the coolies would never have suffered so much 
misery. It 1s surprising to learn that the Chief Commissioner, who 
saw no ground for taking any action in the case, did not hesitate to 
enquire into it when the agitation regarding the vase of Mr. Gibbons was set 
on foot. It is said that summons was issued against Khodadeen, but nothing 
is known about him at present. A second case was tried by Mr. Arbuthvot 
of Jorehat. In this case Mr. Arbuthnot sentenced to imprisonment one 
Bhola Kachhari, a coolie in the Jorehat tea-garden, though his agreement 
had not been written in accordance with the provisions of section 9 of 
the Coolie Act. The sentence was quashed by the High Court. ‘The 
Judges said :—“‘ As the case now stands it appears to the Judges that, 
owing to Mr. Arbuthnot’s mistake, the accused in this case have under- 
gone several months of imprisonment for which there were no legal 
rounds.” It has been clearly laid down in the Act that when an agree- 
ment has been registered under section 111, the coolie who is a party to 
the agreement should be furnished with a copy of it. But this provision 
of the law is not observed in most cases. Has Government ever enquired 
into the matter ? And has it taken any step to prevent such ialstion 
oflaw? Far from this, Government does not pay any attention even to the 
reports which have often been made by subordinate officers of Government 
respecting the pernicious character of section 111 of the Coolie Act, and 
the injustice which is being done by it to the coolies. In 1883 the 
officer in charge of the Kamirgunge sub-division wrote :—‘ There is not 
the smallest security that the coolie, when he is brought up to go through 
the form of touching the pen, in company with some dozens of others 
at the garden, understands in.the least what he is signing to. There is 
nO provision that his agreement should be first explained to him, nor is it 
very likely that any objection he might make would be listened to. He 
is expected to sign with the rest. As shown above, it is not uncommon; 
for coolies to try to repudiate agreements afterwards.” Mr. Stevens, the 
Deputy Commissioner of Sylhet, says :—‘* A labour contract purporting to 
have been signed by the coolie, but either not executed by him, or if 
executed, under a misapprehension, is sent in for registration under section 
111 and is registered. It may not be verified for a year afterwards; and 
suppose it is then cancelled, what compensation does the unfortunate coolie 
receive P He has been, one may say, in wrongful confinement for a year, 
forced to labour for a year, forced to labour for a master who nad no claim 
to his services, and liable, if he tried to escape from his state of guast-slavery, 
to be pursued, arrested, and sent up for trial like a common criminal or 
worse, as these even cannot in all cases be arrested without a warrant.” But 
the Chief Commissioner said in reply that ‘these remarks are couched 
in stronger terms than the Chief Commissioner can endorse. It may be 
admitted that if the executive were weak and the tea-planters given to 
Oppression, section 11] would afford a dangerous facility for high-handed 
conduct, but neither of these conditions exists. A garden is always liable to 
inspection and opportunities for escape constantly offer themselves.” This can 
give a clear idea of the oppression practised by the tea-planters and of the 
unjust conduct of the officials. The writer is surprised to bear that the Governor 
of a province has ventured to make such an untrue statement. 
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58. The same paper says that of the 16 members appointed to the 
Public Service Commission, six are Civilians 
_ two non-official Anglo-Indians, two Burasian 
one Bengali, one an inhahitant of Oudh, one an up countryman, two inhabj. 
tants of Bombay, and one an inhabitant of Madras. The people wished that 
at least half the number of members should be natives ; but Government has 
not paid any attention to their request. The object of the Commission ig 4, 
devise means by which larger number of natives may be appointed to the Ciyj] 
Service, but it has been so constituted that it is doubtful whether any good cap 
be expected from it. The native newspapers have shown conclusively that 
most of the civilians are opposed to the admission of natives into the Ciyj] 
Service. Government also is aware of this, but still the number of Civilian 
members on the Commission is very large. These Civilians, again, are ali 
Englishmen. At least one Bengali Civilian should have been admitted into 
the Commission. There are about five thousand non-official Anglo-Indiang in 
the country ; and Sir Charles Turner and Mr. Hudson have been appointed to 
represent them on the Commission. Mr. Hudson is the Secretary to the 
Indigo Planters’ Association, Behar. He raised great opposition at the | 
time of the Ilbert Bill agitation. His followers proposed to take away Lord 
Ripon to the island of New Zealand. There are about twenty thousand 
Eurasians in India ; and Mr. Ryland and Mr. White have been appointed to 
represent them. Mr. White is an honest man no doubt ; but Mr. Rylandis | 
not a frend of the natives. Mr. Justice Mitter has been appointed to represent — 
the seven crores of natives of Bengal. When six Civilians have been appointed 
to represent 800 Civilians, two non-official Anglo-Indians to represent 5,000 
non-official Englishmen, and two Eurasians to represent 23,000 of Eurasians, 
it remains for Government to consider whether it has acted justly in taking — 
only one man to represent seven crores of Bengalis. The opinion of Baboo — 
Monmohun Ghose, Barrister-at-Law, on the Civil Service question is entitled 
to high respect; but Government has not appointed him to the Con- 
mission. Even now the Viceroy can appoint Monmohun Baboo to the 
Commission, and thus afford some consolation to the native community. — 
Among native civilians Mr. B. L. Gupta should be appointed. Government 
has shown respect to the Sarvajanik Sava by appointing its President to 
the Commission. It would have been better to have appointed. mea like 
Mr. Ranade from Bombay. The writer does not understand why Raja 
Udoy Protab, who is a mere boy, has been appointed from Oudh. . Raja © 
Udoy Protab is a mere boy, and he always flatters the officials in order 
to gain high honours. To appoint such men is to disgrace the Con- 
mission. It seems that the Lieutenant-Governor of the North-Western 
Provinces has been imposed upon by the flattery of the Raja, and has 
invested him with powers of doing immense injury to the country. 
Experienced men like Raja Amir Hossain should have been appointed to 
represent Oudh. There are two Ramashwami Mudaliars in Madras. One went — 
to England as a delegate from Madras, and the other is well-known 
for giving feasts to European officials. The writer believes that the latter 
has been appointed ; and, if so, much harm will undoubtedly result from bis 
appointment. Instead of men like Dewan Kaghunathjee being appointed to 
the Commission, a flatterer like Ramashwami has been appointed. ‘The 
writer does not understand why no native member has been appointed from 
the Punjab. Many of the members of the Commission are no doubt mea 
of right principles, but the number of those who are enemies to India is D0t 
small. People have been greatly reassured by the appointment of Sir, Charles 
Aitchison, who is reputed to be a great friend of India, as the President 
of the Commission; but the constitution of the Commission. has inspire 
them with fear. Will Government remove the disquietude of the sb by 
Appointing some experienced natives as members of the Commission? 


™he Public Service Commission, 


( 1971 ) 


59. Referring to the constitution of the Public Service Commission, 
ii inctitie Heeties Cshililis the Bangabdst, of the 13th November, says 
a oe _ that of the sixteen members who will compose 
the Commission, six, that is more than one-third, are civilians. The number 
of native members also is six, but three of them. are officers of Government. 
Besides these, there are two subordinate officers, one a non-official Anglo- 
{odian, and the other a lawyer. Thus, on the whole, there are eleven officials 
and five non-official members ; and among the non-officials Sir Charles Turner 
may be said to be an official. In this way three-fourths of the number of 
members are Officials and one-fourth only non-officials. The questions to be 
considered by the Commission will affect the interests of the civilians ; and 
the fact that the civilian members form the majority on the Commission 
renders it improbable that any great good will be done by it. There is another 
defect in the constitution of the Commission. Bombay, Madras, the North- 
Western Provinces, and the Punjab have each been empowered to send one 
non-official native as its representative. But no such representative has been 
taken from Bengal. What is the reason for this? It cannot be said that 
there is no fit man in Bengal who can become a member of the Commission. 
The reason appears to be this. A comparatively large number of Bengalis 
has gained admission into the Covenanted Civil Service. The object of 
Government in appointing the Commission is to injure the interests of 
Bengalis. It has therefore refrained from allowing any non-official Bengali 
to enter the Commission lest he should create any difficulty. Mr. Mon- 
moun Ghose, Barrister-at-Law, is qualified to pass an opinion on the 
Civil Service question. His tract on the Civil Service question was well 
received even by the people of Kngland. Government has not acted wisely 
in not appointing Monmohun Baboo to the Commission. There is yet time 
for correcting this mistake. 

60. The same paper says that a discussion is going on respecting the 

The post of Bengali Translator to appointment of a fit man to the post of 
Government. Bengali Translator to Government. The 
writer urges, without fear of contradiction, the claims of Pandit Krishna 
Kamal Bhattacharyya, late Professor of the Presidency College, late ‘Tagore 
Law Professor, an able writer and a far-famed lawyer, to the appointment. 
Both Mr. Croft and Mr. Tawney are aware of the vast acquirements of 
Krishna Kamal Baboo, for they were Professors of the Presidency College at 
the same time with him. Krishna Kamal Baboo is known to everyone for his 
culture and education. The writer hopes that His Honour the Lieutenant- 
Governor will afford proof of his impartiality by appointing Krishna Kamal 
Baboo as the Bengali Translator to Government. 

61. The same paper is alarmed to hear from a reliable source 
that Government is trying to interfere with 
the worship of Jaggarnath. The writer could 
not at first believe that Government would violate the solemn promise 
which it has repeatedly made and interfere with the religious rites of 


The temple of Jaggarnath. 


the Hindus; but a close enquiry into the matter has caused alarm 


to the writer. The Rajah of Pooree is considered by the people as 
a god and as an incarnation of Jaggarnath himself. People call 
him the Tagore Raj; and there are certain ceremonies connected with the 
worship of Jaggarnath which cannot be performed by any one except a 
Raja of the family. The absence of the Tagore Raj in these 
ceremonies renders the worship defective. If Government entrusts the 
Management of the temple in the hands of Deputy Magistrates or officers 
of similar rank, and cute off all connection of the Rajah with the temple, it 


will certainly interfere With the religion of the Hindus, and cause obstruc- 


tion to the worship Of Jaggarnath. In 1878, during the minority of the 
Present Rajah his fathee: Rajah Dibya Singha, was transported by the British 
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Government for life. The minor Rajah immediately took the title o 
but as the local officials began to clamour at his assumption of ¢ 
Rajah during the lifetime of the old Rajab, the mother of the present Rajah 
informed the Bengal Government that the worship of Jaggarnath one. 
not be performed without a Rajah of this family, who is considered ag 
the representative of the god. On this, the Lieutenant-Governo, 
invested the present Rajah, who was then a child of nine years, with the 
title of Rajab in a Durbar at Cuttack. While:returning from the Durbar 
the Rajah was surrounded by thousands of followers. The Rajah ig q 
minor, and there is no one to help him. It is beyond his power t 
proceed with the suit against Government. On these grounds, the 
Rani applied, on the 8rd September, to Government for an amicable 
settlement. But in his letter, dated the 11th October, the Commissione; 
informed the Rani that the suit must be proceeded with; that the worsh; 
of Jaggarnath was being conducted with great irregularity ; and that to 
remove this irregularity in the worship of Jaggarnath, as well as to ensure 
protection and safety to the dewatter property, it had become the duty of 
Government to proceed with the suit. Government has empolyed numer- 
ous Officials, and framed many stringent rules for the good government 
of the country ; but can it be still said that its affairs are not mismanaged ? 
What is the cause of so much discontent among the ryots of Midnapore ? 
Why isthe news of embezzlement of public money heard every year? 
Why is oppression constantly practised by the Police ? Besides this, there © 
is the wasteful expenditure in the Commissariat Department at the time of 
war. Arethe higher officials at any time deprived of. their administrative 
powers for these irregularities P If any mismanagement has really taken 
place at Pooree, Government should not be so much irritated; it should 
consider well and judge properly before proceeding to interfere in the matter. 
In conclusion, the writer earnestly entreats Government not to rashly 
interfere with the religious rites of the Hindus without duly considering the 
importance of the subject. | 
62. In comparing the Covenanted Civilians of India with those of 
The Nawab Civilians of India. Germany, the same paper says that the Germans 
Civilians are in no way inferior to the Civilians 
of India. They have to undergo a very difficult examination 
before they are admitted into the Civil Service. They have to complete 
their education in the principal colleges of Germany, and have to compose 
an original work before being invested with the powers and _ privileges 
of civilians. The civilian grandees will be startled to hear these 
things. As regards pensions, on the other hand, while the Indian 
civilians get Rs. 10,000 a year, the German civilians get Rs. 2,500 only. 
The amount of work to be performed by the German civilians is much 
larger than that of the Indian civilians. During the whole year the German 
civilians get holiday for nine days only. In comparing the civilians of 
Germany and France with those of India, it will be found that the ease 
which the latter enjoy and the rate of salary which are allowed to them 
are not to be found in those countries. Norulers can show so much 
liberality at the expense of another nation. But as regards ability aod 


f Rajah : 
he title of 


learning the Germans are far superior to the Indian civilians. But how 


long will this prodigal style continue? The resources of India are not in- 
exhaustible like the water of the ocean. Revenue is being annually increas 

to make up for the annual increase of expenditure, but this has not been 
sufficient to meet the increased demands, and it has become necessary * 
open fresh loans. It is easy to increase expenditure, but it is not 90 €asy 
to increase the revenue. If no reduction is made in the expenditure inourt 
in the maintenance of the Civil Service, no reduction of public expenditure 
will be possible. More than 12 crores of rupees are annually spent for 
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the Civil Service, both Covenanted and Uncovenanted. Reduction should be 
made of this vast expenditure. No reduction can be effected by enlarging 
the scope of the Statutory Civil Service, nor by reducing the salaries 
of the poorly-paid native officers. There is no alternative left for Govern- 
ment. If not forthe millions of India, it should, at least in its own 
interests, try to get out of this financial embarrassment by reducing the 
expenditure on the Civil Service, which is the only means of getting out 
of this difficulty. It cannot be said that India -is being protected by the 
civilians, for then what is the necessity of keeping such a large number 
of soldiers at the cost of more than 20 crores? No injury will be done 
even if all the civilians be sent home in a body. As long as the loyalty of 
the Indians will remain unshaken the empire will remain safe. If the 
cause of the prosperity of the empire be furthered by reducing the expenditure 
on the Civil Service, people will grow more loyal, and the safety of the 
empire will be ensured. The English are by no means disposed to reduce 
the military expenditure of the country. Then what objection can there 
be to increase the prosperity of the country by reducing the expenditure on 
the Civil Service ? The writer does not say that all the civilians should at 
once be dismissed; but he urges Government to reduce their number and 
salaries, and to employ natives in those posts in which there is no necessity for 
keeping Englishmen. The work of the administration of the country can 
satisfactorily be carried on by employing natives in almost all the posts, and 
by this means at least half of 12 crores of rupees can be saved. What is 
the objection to adopt this proposal? The English Government has by its 
prodigality brought India to the verge of ruin, and if it continues a little 
longer in this course the ruin of India is inevitable. The English do not, 
of course, look to the interests of the natives, but they should look to their 
own interests. They should first try to reduce the expenditure on the 
Civil Service, then try to effect reduction in 
the Government. 


68. The Bhdratbast, of the 13th November, says that the people of 
Calcutta are uneasy owing to unjust income- 
tax assessments. Objections of people to 
assessments are generally of no avail. Newspapers have repeatedly drawn 
the attention of Government to this; but the evil has not been removed. 
Will not the Viceroy attend to the matter ?P 


64, The same paper, referring to the appointment of the Duke of 
Connaught as Commander-in-Chief of Bombay, 
says that it does not desire that the members 
of the Royal Family should lose their sympathy 
for natives by living amongst Anglo-Indiaps. 


Unjust income-tax assessments. 


Residence of the members of the 
Royal Family in India. 


the various departments of 
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65. The Samvdd Prabhakar, of the 18th November, says that there is sauvan Passaaxan 


no act which Government has refrained from 
doing, and there is no. law which it has 
refrained from passing because the people have opposed it; and if is vain to 
expect that Lord Dufferin will refrain from appointing the Public Service 
Commission because the native newspapers are opposed to the measure. 
Such conduct on the part of a highly civilized Government in the latter part 
of the nineteenth century is rather surprising. Government is not ready 
to hear what the people say, but it is ready to gag them, to deceive 
them, and to solve the question in such a way as to prevent it from being 
tulsed within a short time. ‘There was no necessity for appointing the Com- 
mission, for the Proclamation of Her Majesty has clearly declared that 
hatives would be admitted to.all offices if found duly qualified. The Govern- 
ment of India is disobeying the orders of the Sovereign in not allowing 
the natives to obtain higher posts; and it has thereby trampled the Act 


Civil Service Commission. 


Nov.'13th, 1886, 
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visions for appointing natives to public offices, 
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of Parliament under foot. Government has purposely, 
any just cause, made provisions for preventing natives from 
obtaining high posts; The whole blame rests with Government. 
and it has been guilty of disobedience to the Sovereign and to 
Parliament. It is endeavouring to make a new rule; and lest it should | 
be blamed for disobedience, it has appointed a Commission of 
twenty men to show that it is not proceeding according to its 
sole will. Very well. But has Government any right to make new 


and without 


some 
own 


pro- 
» to fix the rate of 
their salaries, to create a new system of examination for them whil. 


the Proclamation of Her Majesty empowering natives to hold all offices 
and posts is still in force. Tne settlement of the question should be made by 
Parliament ; and the people are ready to abide by its decision. The settle. 
ment of the question should not be entrusted in the hands of Governors. 
General and Secretaries of State, who are always trying to prevent the 
admission of natives into Government service. No one should he 
entrusted to the care of his enemy. The writer therefore urges that 
the question should be decided by a Committee appointed by 
Parliament. Parliament is quite indifferent to what the people of India 
say, and acts just as the Viceroy advises it to act. The Commission will be 
appointed, and there is nothing to prevent it. The writer says that Sir 
Charles Aitchison is no doubt a fit person to become President of the 
Commission. The writer has no objection to the appoinment of Sir 
Charles Turner as the lawyer member of the Commission; but could 
not Mr. W. C. Bonerjee be appointed as the lawyer member ? Mr. Peacock — 
has not as yet shown whether he is a friend of the natives ; they therefore can- 
not be satisfied at his appointment. It is said that the Lieutenant-Governor 
had selected Mr. Cotton, but that Lcrd Dufferin has refused to take him. 
If votes had been taken, Mr. Cotton would have beaten hollow all the Anglo- 
Indian members of the Commission. Government should appoint 
Mr. Cotton to the Commission. Only six members have been appointed | 
to represent the millions of India. Mr. Justice Mitter is one of then, 
and everyone has been pleased at his appointment. Does His Excellency 
the Viceroy know why the Raja of Bhinga has been appointed to the Con- 
mission ? Wasthere no other fit man in the North-Western Provinces? 
Shahaboodden, the late Minister of Baroda, is not an unfit man ; but hecan- | 
not be considered as a non-official. His Excellency has acted wisely in 
appointing Ram Shawamie Madaliar who went to England as representative 
of Madras. Rao Bahadoor Krishna Lakshan of Puna is also a fit man. 
The writer urges that the number of non-official natives and Anglo- 
Indians on the Commission should be increased, and he has a strong objection 
to the present constitution of the Commission. One representative should 
be taken from the chief political associations of each of the Presidencies. 
The Commission, as at present formed, cannot-command the sympathy 
of the people. If representatives are not chosen according to the opinion 
of the people it is better to appoint no Commission at all. : 
66. The Dacca Prakash, of the 14th November, says, while expressing — 
eisai te tac sorrow for the injustice which has been done t 
Theebaw, to Dhuleep Singh, and to Malahat 
Rao Holkar, it cannot refrain from shedding tears at the misery of the 
zemindars of Bengal. The first attack on the zemindary right was made at 
the time of the permanent settlement; the second was made by Act VIII of 
1859 ; and the third has been made by the new Tenancy Act, and this last 
sure to cause ruin to the zemindars without delay. Tne conduct of Govert- 
ment towards Theebaw and others is no doubt unjust ; but is it not oppressio2 
to dispossess the landowners of Bengal of their own property in the soil P The 
number of law-suits will always be foudd to be proportionate to the extent 
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| io which the proprietory right of the zemindar has been acknowledged by, the 
ots, When the rights of the zemindars were unimpaired, the ryots enjoyed 
more peace and prosperity, and transactions were carried on without docu- 


ments and evidences. Even at present the number of law-suits is small 
where the zemimdars are powerfal. 


67. The Samvdd Prabhdkar, of the 15th November, asks, is any good %*v«> Paosaanar, 


Viceroy. 
Tours of the Viceroy of other countries think that the Viceroy 


removes the grievances of the people by setting out on tours every year. 
But is this really the case? What has the Viceroy done since his coming 
down from Simla except taking part in. festivities and holding durbars and 
levees? Has any real service been done by him? Is the object of tours 
attained simply by the exchange of courtesies with wealthy people. Has the 
condition of the people been inspected in any place by the Viceroy? Has 
he tied to ascertain their grievances? The addresses contain only compli- 
mentary statements. It is not the desire of the subordinate officials that the 
people should make their grievances known to the Viceroy. The present 
system of tours is not suited to the condition of India. 

68. The Som Prakash, of the 15th November, says 


The Civil Service Commission. 


that Lord 


Civil Service which Lord Lytton gave to India. 
But seeing that Indians were not.to be deluded, he changed the name of 
the Commission. Tne people do not know what benefit will be derived 
from this Commission. They believe that it has been appointed because 
ithas become a habit with Government to appoint Commissions. Natives 
apprehend that the Commission will close the Covenanted Civil Service to 
them. Lord Lytton recommended that the Queen’s Proclamation should 
be practically ignored, and that natives should be deceived. The present 
Commission is due to that recommendation. Though Lord Dufferin has 
not publicly declared like Lord Lytton that the Proclamation should be 
ignored, natives have understood his object in appointing the Commission. 
The writer complains that no native civilian has been appointed member of 
the Commission. When the dispute is between Englishmen and natives 
about admission into the Civil Service, the writer cannot understand how 
not even a single native civilian'has been appointed to the Commission. 
Though Bengal is the foremost province in India in point of enlightenment 
and population only one representative has been taken from it into the Com- 
mission. Bombay alone has obtained two native representatives. Both the 
representatives of Bombay are able, and commancG the reverence of the 
public. The writer would have been still more glad if Dadabhai Nowraji 
also had been appointed to the Commission. In justice Bengal can claim 
two representatives more than Bombay. This injustice has been done to 
Bengal because Bengalis are an eyesore of Anglo-Indians. But the 
foundation of the British Empire in India is due to Bengalis. The writer 


wishes that the Viceroy should appoint more Bengali members to the Com- — 


mission. The writer entreats him to see that no obstacle is placed in the 
way of the admission of natives into the Covenanted Civil Service. 


derived from the Viceroy’s tours? The people “1 


— 


Som Prakasa, 


Dufferin tried to gild the toy of the Native “"‘'* 


69. The same paper says that the Zimes has said that the English are ‘Bou Paamass. 


: : . overning India solely for the benefit of 
waling of India by Indians. Coan ie Gites etd that let not England 
govern India for the benefit of India, but for her own glory. Indians will be 
glad if the noble nation which has abolished the slave trade makes the 
name of England glorious by abolishing the political slavery of India. 
Let the English Government look to its own interests and maintain its glory. 
t has now become indispensable to rule India by Indians. The Ztmes has 
recommended that India should be. governed according to the English 
system. But the writer says that the exact English system of administration 
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‘3 not suited to India. Indians have learned freedom from the Engiish 
They. will no longer be deluded. Hs aid 2a But 4 ieee 
70. The same paper says that Sir Elphinstone. Grant Duff, who has 
sla a | exhausted the patience of the people of Madras 
masies aaensetccnmintae and has introduced evil principles int, 
that Presidency has written a minute to obtain praise. Upon his arrival 
Sir Elphinstone Grant Duff became a despotic ruler and afforded facilities 
for oppression by high officials. He says that the condition of 4) 
districts in Madras has improved under his administration. Is not th, 
poverty of the people a sufficient proof of this? He has boasted that he has 
encouraged the Civilians. If this be a title to praise the Viceroy and the 
Lieutenant-Governor may retire to England by leaving the administration of 
India in the hands of the oppressive class among the English civilians, 
Indians hoped for much from Sir Elphiastone Grant Duff, but he jg 
returning home unpopular with Indians. The writer hopes that his saccesso; 
will profit by his example. 
Fu 71. The Navavibhdkar Sddhdrant, of the 15th November, says that 
Nov. 15th, 1886. erste and native newspapers and newspapers and associations -are the leaders 
associations, and exponents of public opinion. None can 
have so clear a knowledge of the feelings of the people as newspapers and 
leaders of society. In no country have the officials the means of knowing 
the feelings uf the people. When the officials cannot know clearly the 
feelings of the people in England, where the representative system of 
government exists, it is not possible for the officials of a country, governed | 
according to the despotic system of administration, to‘ know the feelings of 
the people. When it is necessary for the officials in England to have re- 
course to newspapers and associations for learning the views of the people, it 
is much more necessary for the officials in India to do so for learning the | 
views of the people. But it is strange that in the country where keeping 
on good terms with newspapers and associations is the only means of making 
the administration satisfactory, the officials goastray by quarelling with news- 
papers and associations. Now the public opinion of India is ascertained in 
the following way:—The opinion which the Magistrate forms on the 
strength of reports of the police and sub-divisional officers and by drawing 
upon his fancy is submitted to the Commissioner, from whom it. goes 
through the Lieutenant-Governor to the Viceroy, who communicates it to the 
Secretary of State, whose remarks on the subject pass the doors of Parlia- 
ment and become known to the English public. Thus it is easy to see how. 
accurate a notion of the public opinion in India isobtained by the English 
public. It is easy to see what good the English public will do to Indu 
with such notions of Indian public opinion. If the officials had set value | 
upon the opinions expressed by newspapers and associations, such a thing 
would not have taken place. ‘This evil will not be remedied so long as the 
officials do not make friends with newspapers and. associations. It has 
become indispensable for the self-defence of Indians to remedy this evil 
There is no other means to get out of this danger than by forming 
Indian party in Parliament. The real opinion of the Indian public should 
be published in England. Arrangements should be made for thoroughly 
ccvsemmesy,  oiserediting the official remarks on the subject. | 


SADHARANI, 72. The same paper says that officials have set up the . plea pe 
on. _. __ political agitation in this country is the wor 
roporay’ °Pinion as given in official ‘of g class of professional agitators. They 


: believe that a class of professional agitators 
has sprung up in Calcutta. Even if it be admitted that the agitation in te 


country is the work of some professional agitators of Calcutta, this 18. 0° 
hight matter. If it be true that the 70 millions of Bengal are being 84 
by a few agitators of Calcutta, it shows that the influence of those agitators 


Som PRaKasH, 
Nov. 16th 1886. | 
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is immense. Among officials, Mr. Toynbee, the Magistrate of Hooghly, alone 
has not given proof of foolishness by making light of the agitation. In 
every country the educated community makee agitation. If the chief 
movers in the matter of agitation in India are to be called professional 
agitators, the leaders of public opinion in England also should be called so. 
The officials know all this; but they want to conceal from the Secretary 
of State and Parliament that political life has been infused in Indians. 
But how long will the real fact be concealed ? Had not the object of the 
officials been to deceive Parliament and the Secretary of State, the Commis- 
sioner of Burdwan would never have said that the system of self-govern- 
ment has engaged the attention of only the educated class among. natives. 
The Commissioner surely knows that all classes of natives showed great 
interest in the recent elections under the Self-Government Act. Such 
palpable falsehooods will produce no result. The Commissioner of Dacca 
has not discussed much about political life in that division. But the. politi- 
cal activity in Dacca is not small. The number of political associations in 
Dacca isnot small. The writer thanks the Commissioner of Dacca for his 
admitting that the people showed great interest in the elections under the 
Self-Government Act. Referring to the statement of the Commissioner of 
the Presidency Division that only a few educated people have paid atten- 
tion to Burmese affairs, the writer asks, do the native editors keep the 
copies of papers published by them in their own house? Are not numerous 
readers guided by the opinions expressed in the native papers ? Can natives 
be easy in mind when such opinions will finally be communicated to the 
Secretary of State P 

73. The same paper says that Lord Dufferin thought, at the time 
of preparing the Burmese budget, that the 
disturbances in Burmah would soon be at an 
end. This year the revenues will not be realized owing to disturbances. 
The Viceroy has said that not more than two lakhs of revenue will be 
obtained this year. Government expected that it would have to suffer a 


The expenses of the Burmese war. 


temporary loss, but that it would be agreat gainer in future. But this hope 


has not been fulfilled. The disturbances in Burmah are increasing. It has 
become a habit with the Government of India to prepare false accounts. 
It has not remained satisfied with preparing false accounts of the Simla 
exodus alone. The writer sees that the maintenance of 17,000 troops in 
Burmah has cost annually two crores of rupees. The maintenance of 
80,000 troops will cost about four crores of rupees. The civil expenditure 
also is increasing. The expenses of the first Burmese war amounted to 
14 crores. The expenses of the present Burmese war will be more than 
twice that sum. Who will meet this cost? Lower Burmah will not be 
able to meet it. Even now Indians have to pay three crores of rupees annually 
for meeting the expenses of the war. The more the expenses increase the more 
will they have to pay. Why will not Indians protést against the annexation 
of Burmah under these circumstances? Bengal will have to suffer most. 
Itis the surplus money of Bengal that is being spent on all sides and on 
the Burmese war. Will the Presidency Commissioner now understand 
sd the native papers of Bengal are protesting against the annexation of 
urmah ? | 

74. The same paper says that the rumour is everywhere current that 
Reduction ef the educational expen. ‘'¢ Retrenchment Committee will strike a 
diture of Bengal and the abolition heavy blow on the head of the Education 
the grade system in Madras, . = Tenartment. It is said that the Committee has 
recommended that the educational expenditure of Bengal, which amounts 
to 33 crores, should be reduced by 10 crores. It is said that European 
Inspectors of Schools will no longer be kept. But the news is so good 
hat the writer cannot believe. it. It is said that the Committee 
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has recommended the abolition of the grade system in the Madras public 
service. The writer does not believe that Government will accept that 
recommendation. Great dissatisfaction will be caused if the grade system 
is retained in the case of English officers and abolished in the cage of 

native officers. Because the Committee has understood that its proposal | 
for the abolition of the grade system will not be accepted, it has suggested 
that if the grade system is retained increments should be allowed every four 


years, inasmuch as ability is not tested in one year. The writer has no objec. 


tion to that course. . 


75. The Ananda Bazar Patrika, of the 15th November, says that 
natives may be injured if Government 
according to the recommendation of the 
Civil Service Commission, reserves some posts for Englishmen. Bpyt 
the writer does not believe that Government will venture to adopt 
that course so long as they show respect for the Queen’s Proclamation. 
The Proclamation declares natives to be eligible for all posts for which 
they may befit. If this provision is sincerely acted upon, native 
civilians may by showing ability become Lieutenant-Governor, Chief 
Commissioner, and so on. Natives cannot blame the English Govern. 
ment for fearing to appoint natives to these high administrative posts, 
The relations between the English and Indians are_ unnatural, 
Whatever the English may profess, and however, liberal their policy may 
be, they cannot put an end to the unnatural relations between the English 
conquerors and the conquered natives. If England had not obtained proofs _ 
of the competency of natives in every matter, if India had been a small | 
country, iftroops could be brought here from England at a moment's | 
notice in times of danger, if Russians had not arrived near the North- 
Western Frontier, if there had been no powerful enemies of England in 
Europe, and if there had not been independent and feudatory princes in 
India, and on all sides of India, the English Government would have 
probably ventured to confer all privileges upon Indians. But the 
longer the English are ruling this country the more are they obtain- 
ing proofs of the ability of natives. When a small country like Ireland | 
is causing England so much trouble,. it will be impossible to maintain 
British dominion in India if Indians are resolved to put an end to it. 
The English Government has also committed numerous oppressicns in 
India. In order to maintain English dominion in India the English 
authorities have wounded the feelings of Indians at every step. 
Consequently, Government cannot venture to suddenly entrust natives 
with all administrative powers. Government does not venture to 
appoint natives to the posts, to the holders of which Government 1s 
obliged to communicate its secret stratagems. It is indeed unjust to 
rule India by stratagems. But having governed India in the way — 
they have hitherto done, and having regard to the reasons for appre- 
hension that have been found out, the officials cannot abandon those 
stratagems. Owing to this difficulty the officials are obliged to 
disregard the Queen’s Proclamation. For this they cannot appoint 
natives even to those posts to which natives could be appointed both 
to the advantage of Government and of themselves. But Government 
is now trying to remove this difficulty by reserving some posts for 
Englishmen. Under these circumstances, though natives will be 
injured by Government’s making the Queen’s Proclamation null and 
void, and though it will become guilty before God for doing $0, 
it 18 better that the Proclamation, which is injuring rather than 
benefiting natives, should be made null and void. Among natives. who 
have entered the Civil Service, even those who are able have not 
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- obtained posts, the holders of which possess important powers. Govern- 
ment has been obliged to do great injustice to Baboo Romesh Chunder 
Mitter. If there. had been no provision in the Queen’s Proclamation 
for‘the appointment of natives to all posts for whichthey might 
be fit, natives would have probably obtained by this time one-third 
of the whole number of appointments in the Civil Service, which is 
the proportion fixed for them. Natives would have also been 
appointed to many posts in other departments. But though the 
appointment of natives to the public service may be facilitated by 
the Civil Service Commission, it may establish the relations between 
masters and slaves between Englishmen and natives. The making of 
the whole: proclamation null and void will never be beneficial to 
India. But the reserving of a few posts for Englishmen does not 
amount to making of the proclamation null and void. 
76. The same paper says that the Presidency Commissioner has 
7 : | said that native papers unreasonably 
a Native Papers and the annexation of condemn Government. But if native 
papers had been the enemies of Gov- 
ernment they would have probably supported the annexation of 
Burmah instead of condemning it. Ifa war now breaks out with 
Russia it will be difficult to maintain British dominion. in Burmah. 
There is also great probability of a war with China on account of 
Burmah. There are also great financial difficulties on account of the 
occupation of Kurmah - Many eminent officers have lost their lives 
inthe war. If it had been certain that peace would be established 
there within a short time these losses could have'been borne. But 
all the calculations of Government relating to the establishment of 
order there have proved wrong. Can native papers be blamed for 
condemning a war which is being condemned by many Englishmen, and 
which has plunged Governmentinto such difficulties. The writer could 
have borne the temporary loss on account of the war if he had under- 
stood that the Burmese were eager for British rule on account of the 
oppressions of Theebaw, or that the annexation of Burmah would 
increase the influence of England in Central Asia, or that it would 
increase the income of the English Government. But those who 
have seen Theebaw’s face cannot believe that he is capable of oppres- 
sion. Many oppressions of the Amir of Afghanistan are heard of. 
Why then does Lord Dufferin pay him money and supply him with 
arms and ammunition? If Theebaw was oppressive, why have the 
Burmese risen against the English? Why are there again insurrec- 
tions in Lower Burmah, which was annexed long ago. The annexation of 
Burmah has not increased the strength of the English Government. 
Before the Burmese War Asiatics could not believe that the savage 
Burmese were able to defeat English troops. They could not also 
dream that England could have any difficulty in conquering such an 
Insignificant country. The income-tax and the Finance Committee 
also prove that Government’s expenditure, and not its income, has 
been increased by the annexation of Burmah. Native papers pro- 
tested against the annexation of Burmah lest the English Government, 
which they love, should be placed in a perilous situation. Some 
Oppression committed by Theebaw upon English merchants was 
intolerable to Lord Dufferin, and he entered upon a war with Burmah. 
Lord Dufferin has said that if he had found a competent Burmese 
prince he would have set him ‘up on the throne of that country. 
But it has now been found that there was a competent Burmese prince. 


Lord Dufferin has done great wrong in saddling Indians with the’ 
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whole expenses of the Burmese war, which has been undertaken 


either for showing his statesmanship, or for the gain or the 8atisfac- 


tion of the vanity of Anglo-Indians. Native papers.would not have 
protested against the occupation of Burmah if the expenses of the 
war had been borne by England. But when Indians are suffering 
on account of the war they can condemn it. : 
77. The same paper, referring to two cases of murder of a natiya 
Cases of murder of natives by My an Englishman—one in Kashmir and 
Englishmen. another in Madras, says that no horror 
will probably be excited in the mind of Lord Dufferin by these murders 
when so many persons are being unnecessarily killed in Burmah ; but 
the English Government is more injured by such murders than 
natives. 7 
78. The Chdruvartd, of the 15th November, says that the late Gover. 
nor-General, Lord Lytton, destroyed the in- 
dependence of the native press by the | 
Vernacular Press Act. It was, however, repealed by the noble-minded 
Marquis of Ripon. The ill-feelings of the officials towards the native 
newspapers have not, however, abated. They cannot rest satisfied 
without giving vent to their ill-feelings towards the native . newspapers 
in the administration reports, in which they make various accusations 
against them. The chief faults of the newspapers are that their 
views on many subjects are antagonistic to those of Government, and 
that they often make unfavourable critisicms on the misconduct of the 
Anglo-Indians. The writer believes that the native newspapers will be 
never free from these defects, and that they therefore have little hope 
of being praised by the officials in their administration reports. Native 


Native newspapers. 


- newspaneys cannot side with Government in adopting a wrong policy 


by it ; nor can they say that whatever policy is adopted by Government 
is right. Government is extending its power by taking away the in- 
dependence of a free people. In the annals of India there is no men- 
tion of such conquest. The Hindus have conquered, but they have not 
taken away the independence of the conquered. The people of India 
cannot help shedding tears when they remember the ancient glory of 
their country, and they have become heartily sorry at the policy which 
Government has adopted in Burmah. ‘ Those who are fighting for their 
independence and their country are called by Government “ dacoits.’ 
But the idea of the natives is that they are true lovers of their own 
country, and that they are destined to go to heaven. This is one cause 
why the natives censure the policy of Government with respect to 
Burmah. Another cause is that they will have to bear the cost of this 
war. For these antagonistic views the native papers have incurred 
the displeasure of Government. Another cause is that the native news 
paper cannot remain silent when they see the chastity of native 
women violated by the Anglo-Indians; when they see weak natives 
oppressed by them; when the officials are guilty of misconduct; and 
when miscarriage of justice takes place. These are sufficient reasons 
- the native newspapers being disagreeable to the Anglo-Indian 
officials. 
79. The same paper says that the people have been alarmed by 
The Public Service Commission the recent agitation regar ding the a 
Service. Government also has fallen into 
a great dilemma in this matter. Natives have been admitted into the 
Covenanted Civil Service by the Proclamation of Her Majesty, and 
the Proclamation cannot be torn to pieces : it bas therefore been 
object of Government to modify its force, The administration of the 
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country is entrusted in the hands of the civilians, and Government has 
hecome disquieted owing to the fear lest a greater number of natives be- 
rome civilians and occupy the higher posts under Government. Govern- 
ment is therefore trying to devise a means by which, without ignoring 
the Proclamation of Her Majesty, obstacles may be thrown in the way of 
admission of natives into the Civil Service. But now natives cannot 
rest satisfied with their admission into the Civil Service in very small 
numbers. But Government, instead of admitting them in larger 
numbers, has narrowed the way of admission. It will no doubt be tor- 
tunate for the country if any good be done by the present Commission. 
But the results of other Commissions that were beld in the countr 

have shaken the faith of the people in Commissions. If the splendid 


resolutions are not followed by adequate results, why should people 
repose confidence in them ? 


80. The same paper says that anything which is calculated to 
Government and the Mahomedan 40 good to the Mahomedans is also sure 
community. to do good to the country. Government 
as become friendly to the Mahomedan community, because it has 
faith in their unity and strength. The strength of the Mahomedans 
has compelled Government to favour them. The writer cannot 
be blind to the consequences of this attitude of Government. 
Worship of strength is common to all nations, not excepting the 
fnglish: ‘Che History of England is fraught with such in- 
stances. The Indians also will not receive political power without 
giving proof of their strength. The rulers are merchants. They 
understand ready-money transactions. No charity or pity is to be 
expected from them. The English show their pity in a ve 
different fashion. When they take pity ona sick horse they shoot it. 
No good can be expected from this sort of pity. The English are not 
unwilling to acknowledge the strength of other people. There is need 
for such acknowledgment. While entreating Government and laying 
their wants befure it, the natives should not forget self-help and self- 
reliance. 


8]. The Sdr Sudhanidhi, of the 15th November, cannot under- 
stand why the Civil Service Commission 
has been appointed. if it had been the 
object of Government to appoint a larger number of natives to the 
Civil Service, it could have easily done so without appointing the 
Commission. 


The Civil Servies Commission, 


82. The same paper does not approve of the intention of Govern- 
Government and the management of ment to institute a suit for taking the 
the temple of Jaggarnath. management of the temple of Jaggarnath 
out of the hands of the Rajah of Pooree. No one will believe that 
the Melchcha English Government is desirous of taking the manage- 
ment of the temple out of the hands of the Rajah in order to make 
better arrangements for the conduct of the worship of the idol. If 
Government is going to take the management of the temple out of 
the hands of the Rajah on the ground of waste of money, why do:s 
not Government put an end to waste of money by itself? Under the 
management of the temple by Government the waste will become 
greater. 


: 83. The same paper says that no act 
Lord Dufferin. done by Lord Dufferin since his arrival in 
India gives pioofs of statesmanship. 
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84. The Grdmbdst, of the 16th November, does not approve the 
Appointment of Mahomedans to resolution of Government for givin £ pre- 
the public service. ference to Mahomedans in making Appoint. 
ments under it. Ifthe Mahomedans are as well qualified as Hindus, the 
writer would not object to their appointment. But he objects to the 

partiality shown by Government. - 
85. The same paper thinks that the Public Service Commission 
will try to improve the status of the 
: Statutory Civil Service, and not to throw 
the Covenanted Civil Service open to natives. The writer thinks 
that arrangements should be made to hold the examination in In 
and to make the successful candidates receive a practical trainin 

England. 

~ 86. The same paper says that the rulers will probably attribute 
the want of good feelings between Gov. 
— of Government towardsthe ernment and the people to the want of 
yee loyalty among the latter. The writer, while 
urging the necessity of hearty loyalty among the people, says that both 
sides are to blame. The policy which a powerful monarch adopts to — 
extort money from a foreign nation has exactly been adopted by Gov. 
ernment. Favouritism isits chief fault. Though the proclamation of Her | 
Majesty has given equal privileges to all classes of her subjects, natives 
and Englishmen often receive different treatment. It has been alleged 
that the object of establishing British rule in India is the welfare of the 
natives ; but this does not appear from the attitude of Government 
towards natives. A hundredth part of the zeal which is shown by 
Government in promoting the commercial interests of the English 
merchants and in providing the Anglo-Indians with suitable posts 
is not shown in promoting the interests of natives. Another reproach - 


The Public Service Commission. 
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' to the English Government is that they are a mercantile nation. 


BuRDWAN SANJIvaNl, 
Nov. 16th, 1886. 


SaMOBAB PRABHAKAR, 
Nov. 18th, 1886. 


No good can be expected from the rule of a mercantile nation. 
They sell justice, raise revenue by the sale of opiums and _ liquors, 
which are doing so much injury to the country, and have prohibited 
the poor subjects from supplying their daily want by the manufacture 
of salt. They do not care to take the opinion of the people in 
political matters. No one will deny that the English have introduced 
into the country many beneficial measures ; but these evils must be 
removed before real peace can be established in the country. 
87. The Burdwan Sunjivant, of the 16th November, disapproves 
bins Shichi: Wiis: Gataialedin of the constitution of the Public Service 
’ Commission, and says that it is vain to expect 
any good from such a Commission. 
88. The Samvdd Prabhdkar, of the 18th November, says that the 
| fiftieth year of Her Majesty’s reign will be 
reign, nn Yemr Of Her Majesty's completed on the 20th June next. Great 


festivities will be held on that date. But 
as the officials will then be on the hills, they wish to enjoy the festi- 


_ Vities during this winter. But the writer says that the celebration of Her 


DaInNix, 
Nov. 18th, 1886. 


Majesty's accession to the throne of Great Britain should be celebrated 
just on the 20th June, and not before or after that date. The writer 
also urges that besides balls, mock-fights, horse-races, fireworks, some- 
thing permanent and substantial, that is calculated to do good to the 
country, should be done to commemorate the occasion. = 
89. The Daintk, of the 18th November, says that the Rajah of 
The Public Service Commission Bhinga has been elected a non-official 
member of the Public Service Commussi02. 


( 1988) 


Though a young man, the Rajah is free from those defects which are oft n 
found among th» young members of the aristocracy of the country. He 
has been duly instructed under the supervision of the Court of Wards of 
Lucknow, and his acquirements give great credit to that Court. If he’ can 
give proof of his independent spirit and ability in the Commission, he 
will bring glory to the Oudh talukdars, and decerve the blessings of 
his countrymen. The work of representing is a serious business : 


it his Royal Highness keeps this before his mind he will be able to 
enjoy great reputation. | 


I11.—Leetsiative. 


90. The Samaya, of the 12th November, says that the increase of 
the limits of the Calcutta Municipality will 
necessitate the extension of the jurisdic- 
tion of the Original Side of the High Court. But this jurisdiction can- 
not be extended without a Parliamentary law. Owing to such diffi- 
culty the Secretary of State has called for the Bill. ‘The writer will 
be glad if the Billis withdrawn. ‘Ihere is no necessity for it. There 
ig no necessity for increasing the limits of the Calcutia Muni- 
cipality. The writer believes that the Lieutenant-Governor has intro- 
duced the Bill for making his name immortal before his departure from 
this c.untry. A comparison of the qualifications of voters required 
by the existing Act with those required by the Bill will prove the evil 
in‘ention of the author of the bill. -The Act provides that anybody 
who pays Rs. 25 annually as taxes will be able to vote; but the 
Bill requires that persons who will pay Rs. 24 annually in certain 
specified axes will be able to vote. Thus many persons are going to 
be deprived of their right of voting. The writer is glad that graduates 
have been empowered to vote. But he is bound to say that graduates 
who are not residents of Calcutta should not be allowed to vote. It 
is sure that those who have no interest will not exercise their right of 
voting judiciously. The writer does not approve of the rule that 
craduates should not be allowed to vote for Commissioners in the 
Puttuldunga Ward alone. He recommends that a graduate will be 
able to vote for Commissioners in the ward in which he lives, The 
writer recommends that the limits of the Municipal Wards should 
coincide with the limits of the jurisdiction of the different thanas. 
Many places are going to be included into Calcutta which are not 
worthy of being inciuded into it. If taxes equal to those of Calcutta are 
imposed upon those places, great injustice will be done to poor people 
who form the majority of the inhabitants of those places. The writer 
recommends that Bhcwanipore, Kalighat, Kidderpore and Watgunge, 
Kashipore, Belliaghata, Entally, Kareya, and Ballygunge should be 
included into the Calcutta Municipality, but that Benepukur, Dhakuria, 
and Ultadingi should not be included into it. 

91. The Navavibhdkar Sadhdrani, of the 15th November, says that 
“ wae: Mr. Harrison has provided in the Muni- 

ae ee ee cipal Bill introduced by him that there 
Will be 75 members in the Calcutta Municipality, of whom 25 will 
be Government nominees. The writer agrees with the Municipal 
Commissioners of Calcutta in thinking that there should be 90 members, 
and that the number of nominated Commissioners should not exceed 
One-fourth of the whole number of Commissioners. The Select Com- 
inittee is bound to accept these recommendations of the Commissioners. 
The Lieutenant-Governor may consent to fix the number of Govern- 
ment nominees at one-fourth of the whule number of Commissioners ; 
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but when 20 Commissioners expressed an opinion for th 
the number of Government nominees at one-third of th 
of Commissioners, against only 21 who wanted to fix the number of nom; 
nees at one-fourth of the whole number, the writer says that the rate. 
psyers should express their views upon thesubject. The writer at first 
supported the proposal for voting on the election spot, as that syste, 
of election is similar to that of election of members of Parliament 


ec fixing of 


But if the Commissioners think that this system will prevent elector, 


from voting or cause disorder in any other way the writer does not 
want the proposed system to be introduced. The rate-payers of 
Calcutta are not in favour of an official Chairman. The _pregent 
Municipal Commissioners wish to leave the appointment of the 
Chairman in Government’s hands, but wants that the person nominated 
by Commissioners as Chairman should be appointed by Government 
If Government refuses to confer this right upon the Municipal Com. 
missioners, people will think that it wants to keep an official king ove; 
them. This impression should not be allowed to gain ground in the | 
minds of the people. Arrangements should be made for the appoint. 
ment of a non-official Municipal Chairman in Calcutta as.in Bombay. 
If Government cannot show so much generosity, it should allow the 
Commissioners to nominate the Chairman. The writer agrees in the — 
opinion of the Commissioners that sanction of Government should be 
necessary only in cases of appointments to or dismissals from posts carry. 
ing a salary of more than Rs. 500 per month. Nvery friend of self- 
government should agree in this opinion. Sir Rivers Thompson isa _ 
friend of self-government. The present Commissioners are against the 
reduction of the number of members of the Town Council to 15. | 
They recommend that the number of members of the Town Council | 
should be 32. The writer recommends that of these 32 members 24 
should be elected by the elected Commissioners and eight by Govern- 
ment nominees. The writer does not approve of the provision that — 
the appointment of the Chairman of the Town Council by the Con- 
missioners must be confirmed by Government. If the sanction of the 
Lieutenant-Governor is wanted at every step, what is the use of the 
Municipality ? Referring to the provision made by Mr. Harrison for | 
giving a daily allowance of Rs. 20 to the members of the Town Council, 
the writer says that the present Commissioners and rate-payers are 
against this provision. There is no such arrangement in Kngland. 
Why is Mr. Harrison so much anxious to introduce this arrangement! 
The rate-payers should make arrangements for making their opinion 
on the subject known to the Lieutenant-Governor. 


1V.—Native States. 


92. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 15th November, referring 
Appointment of an English Prime 0 & telegram published in the Jadian Daly 
Minister in Hyderabad. News that the dismissal of Nawab Salar 
Jung has been in a manner determined upon, that an Englishman 
should be appointed Prime Minister in his place, and that no one 
desires that an Englishman shoald be appointed to the office, says that, 
if this rumour is true, Lord Dufferin is going to commit a serious error. 
Natives hate European morality and religion. 
93. The Navavibhakar Sadhdrdén?, of the 15th November, says that 
| on account of the desire expressed by the 
gift, English tutor for the young Jate Maharajah Sindkia on his death-bed 
that his son should not be b ought up 2 


€ whole number | | 
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the English style, Lord Dufferin has determined not to appoint a special 
English teacher for him. But by the appointment of an English 
Doctor to attend him and also to teach him English, Government has 
afforded facilities for the conversion of the young Sindia into an 
Anglicised native. The Maharajah of Cooch Behar has become 
Anglicised owing to his being trained under an English doctor. If 
Government desire to show any respect for the desire expressed by 
the late Maharajah Sindhia on his death-bed, it should appoint an 


Englishman to teach him. If it is indispensable that the young | 


Sindia should be taught English a native teacher should be appoint- 


ed for the purpose. Also a native doctor should be appointed to attend 
him. 


94. The Urdu Guide, of the 19th November, does not agree, with 


Hyderabad. those who think that the disorders in 
, : : Hyderabad will be at an end, as in 


Bhopal, by the appointment of an English Minister. The Omrahs of 


Bhopal have no connection with the administration. But the Omrahs 


of Hyderabad have a large share in the administration. Under these 
circumstances the appointment of an English Minister will increase 
the disorders. The writer desires that an experiment will be made b 


entrusting the Prime Minister with such powers as will enable him to 
act freely. . 


95. The Dainik, of the 17th November, says that while the 
se tiles Vickie fate of Cashmere is trembling in the 
AN ; balance, untoward news have been received 

regarding Sikkim also. The Chief Minister of Sikkim, it is said, has 

resigned and taken refuge with the English at Darjeeling. The 
Minister says that the Rajah of Sikkim has contracted friendship with 
the King of Tibet, and has ceded him some portion of his territories, 


and that an arsenal has been established in the kingdom. The 


news is alarming ; but there is no ‘means of knowing the actual state of 
affairs in Sikkim. Will Government entirely depend upon the 
statement of the Minister and become enraged without enquiring into 
the matter ? In this day of difficulty and troubles, Government should 
carefully enquire into the matter. . 2 


96. The Urdu Guide, of the 19th November, agrees in the 
remarks made by the Statesman upon affairs 
in Hyderabad. The writer desires that the 
Viceroy should re-establish friendly .relations between the Nizam and 
his Prime Minister, and diminish the power of the Prime Minister’s 
enemies in-order that they may not prevent him from acting freely. 


Hyderabad. 


V.—Prosprcrs OF THE CROPS AND THE CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


97, The Som Prdkash, of the 15th November, says that diseases 
Vere ag in Bengal in the 
the supplying ‘of hospitals with good months of October, November, and Decem- 
— ber. It being so, the Health Officer should 
now take great care. Government should now spend more money 
upon hospitals. The condition of the hospitals 1s very wretched 
Good medicines are rarely foundin them. Government should now 


place more money .in the hands of the medical store-keeper, that he 
may supply the hospitals with good medicines. : 


*%° 
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Uniyva PAPERS. 


98. The Samvdd Bahikd praises highly Baboo Kalipada Mookerjea, 


*4 a Deputy Magistrate of Balasore, for ‘}; 

Baboo Kalipads Mobkerjea. power of detecting false cases pregered be 

brought up by the local police. It promises to publish a few such jng. 
tances in its next issue. 


99. In reviewing the Resolution of Government on the lag 
licens ciate ba Miia Annual Administration Report of the Con. 


missioner of the Orissa Division, the U¢ka] 
Dipikd regrets to find that Government should have been silent about 


the progress of railway extension in Orissa, and about the reports of the 


- Canal Commission. As the true material advancement of the count 


depends on the introduction of railways into. Orissa, and as preliminary 
steps had already been taken in that direction, it would have been on! 
fair on the part of Government to notice the matter in their Resolution. 
100. According to the same paper, the rules that guide the admission 
Adelson <0 getttie eliitn tate of private students into the Calcutta Uni- 
University examinations. versity examinations are very harsh, and some- 
times very disappointing. If candidates for these examinations can produce 
favourable certificates from head-masters of higher class English schools, 
regarding their proficiency in different subjects of examination, they should 
be admitted into the examinations without being required to serve as teachers 
for a fixed number of months in any recognised school in the Province. 
101. Heferring to the forest rates in Khoorda, the same paper points 


out that it is not clear from the rules by 
The forest rates in Khocria, = —'which they are guided whether natives of 
Khoorda selling fue! to their neighbours, who are quite unable to procure 


it for themselves, either on account of their poverty or physical deformity, 
are to be charged at the rate of four annas per house every year, or at the 
usual rates paid by general dealers in that article of consumption. | 

102. The Utkal Dipikd, as also its contemporary of the Sebaka, devote 


seisiies wiih Wis Cua Miia a large number of their columns to the dis- 


cussion of the question of admission of 
natives into the Civil Service. The Uttal Dipika is of opinion that the 


maximum age of candidates for the Ciyil Service examination should be 
raised from 19 to 21, and that the examination should be held simultaneously 


in India and England. The Stbuka has the following on the same 
subject :— se 


‘We have already written much on the subject, and we have no mind to 
write more on the matter, asa discussion of the details relating to that 
subject will bring to our mind the golden days of the Mogul period, 
when natives were allowed to hold the posts of governor of large - pro- 
vinces and commander of large battalions of scldiers, and a comparison 
of the present with the past is likely to depress our spirits. We are, hov- 
ever, compelled to write a few lines by the appointment of a Commission by 
the Government of India to enquire into the defects or otherwise of the 
Civil Service. The appointment of the Commission is no doubt encourag- 
ing and hopeful, but the trenchant articles of. the London. Times makes v' 
sceptic about any real benefit to natives. According to the Zimes,, natives 
should not be allowed.to enter the Civil Service at all. We hope the 
Commission will be true to the Proclamation of our beloved Queen-Empres 
and not mind the crude dogmas of the London paper. If it is settled that 
the natives should go up for the Civil Service, it becomes the duty of the 


Commission to enquire into the disabilities and disqualifications under 
which they are labouring. Thus the question of age comes into prc 
minence. In 18538 an Act was 


passed in England for the better 
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regulation of rules relating to the appointments to the Civil Service under 
the Hast India Company. The Act having failed in its operation, a 


Committee was appointed in 1854, under the presidency of Lord M 
to look to the same. They drew upa repo y acaulay 


rt, which they. submitted to 
Sir Charles Wood and the India Board, in which ran recommended 
that the age limit of candidates for the Civil Service should be 


increased from 18 to 23. Their proposal was accepted, and the age limit 
was accordingly increased. In 1859-60 the Earl of Derby, who was 
then Secretary of State, reduced the age limit from 28 to 22, and by 
this reduction many native candidates who had passed their 18th year 
became disappointed. The age-limit was further reduced to 21 after 
two years. In 1876 the State Secretary, Lord Salisbury, introduced the 
cursed measure of reducing the age limit from 21 to19. This hasio a 
manner practically closed the doors of the Civil Service against the 
natives, for native gentlemen cannot send their children to England 
at a very early age. We therefore request the Commission to 
propose the increase of age limit in their report. , 

‘The Civil Service examination, instead of being held only at London, 
may be made to take place simultaneously at Calcutta and London. If the 
subjects of examination are the same and the system of marking equal, 
we do not see what objection there can be to the creation of two centres 
of examination. Perhaps it may be urged thet this would give undue 
advantage to the natives. This may, however, be got over by reserving a 
certain percentage of posts for the Europeans. 

“We have no sympathy with the strange creation of Lord Lytton’s 
Government, namely, the Statutory Civil Service. Successive Governments 
have borne testimony to the disappointing results of the measure. The 
Subordinate Executive Service have looked-upon it as a slight on their 
merits and acquirements, while the system of the payment of two-third 
salary has lowered the Statutory Civil Servants in the eyes of the public. 
If Government want to favour the aristocratic class of natives, they may 
appoint young scions of noble families to Government appointments, 
whenever they like. If Government want to reward merit and ability, 
they can promote the senior members of the Subordinaie Executive Service, 
whenever they like. . What is, then, the use of the Statutary Civil Service ? 

“We hope the Commission will not attempt to create any novel service 
like the Statutory Civil Service. What we want is that native and European 
candidates for the Civil Service should be required to undergo the same 
tests of examination under similar circumstances and, if successful, shculd 
draw similar pays.” 

103. The resignation of the Secretaryship of the Sebaka Sabha, a 

iti ki Maal missionary institution of the Brahmo Somaj in 
the Sebake Sabha by the Uriys Orissa, by Chaturbhuj Patnaik, Uriya Translator 
Translator to Government. to Government, who was ordered by Govern- 
‘ment to give up all connection with the press, forms the subject of comment in 
the newspapers of Orissa. The Sebaka looks upon the order of Government 
as “an undue concession to virulent party-spirit in Orissa,” and “‘ as a 
triumph of the Hindu cause over the Brahmo movement,” while the U¢kal 
Dipikd approves of the same and rejoices to add that Government have 
done great good to the Brahmo Somaj, as the resignation of the Secretary- 
ship by Chaturbhuj Patnaik will save the Soma) from the evil influence of 
a member who has Mbstise its prestige in the eyes of the public. 


NARAYAN CHANDRA BHATTACHARYYA, m.a., 


Offg. Bengeli Translator. 
Benoa: TRansLatror’s OFrvicg, 


The 20th November, 1886. 
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